
Open now through 

April 30, 2016 

2016 Grebe Festival 

ART 
CONTEST 

Plumas Audubon Society invites all students in grades K-12 in public, private, 

and home schools to submit original artwork under the theme of Grebe 

Conservation in drawing, painting, photography, and poetry/song media.   

Plumas Audubon Society is hosting a birding festival in Plumas County this summer, 

spotlighting Western and Clark’s Grebes, and we want you to be involved!   

Check out information about Western and Clark's Grebes, their 

habitats, behaviors, and conservation for inspiration and refer-

ence on the next page or visit www.plumasaudubon.org/grebes. 

Prizes for thoughtful and well-

crafted artwork focused on the 

grebes and their conservation will 

be awarded according to age 

group (K-3; 4-6; 7-8; 9-12).  

Winners will be announced by the 

end of May. 

All original artwork submitted 

to the  Contest will be exhib-

ited during the Grebe Festival, 

August 19-21, in the Almanor 

Recreation Center in Chester. 

Please send contest submissions to:  

Plumas Audubon Society 

429 Main Street, Quincy, CA 95971 

poetry and song media can be emailed to:  

teresa@plumasaudubon.org 

Painting by Josh Brackett 

Drawing by  
Matthew Anderson 

Prizes funded by: 
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Getting to Know Western and Clark’s Grebes 
 
 

Grebes are duck-like birds, but they are not ducks (in fact, they are probably more closely 
related to flamingos!).  Their legs are so far back on their bodies that it makes walking on 
land very difficult and awkward, but they can run on water! They spend most of their time 
in the water.  They are superb divers and underwater swimmers and are great at spearing 
and grabbing fish with their long, narrow beaks.   
 
Western and Clark’s Grebes look almost identical, but here’s how to tell the difference: 
The Western Grebe has a yellowish-green bill and the black on its head extends below its 
bright red eyes, whereas Clark’s Grebe has an orange-yellow bill and its white face 
extends above the eye.   
 

       Western Grebe     Clark’s Grebe 

  
 
Western and Clark’s Grebes rarely fly except during migration when they move from 
where they spend their winters to where they breed (find a mate, nest, lay eggs, and raise 
their young).  Western and Clark’s Grebes winter on the coast where they have been 
greatly affected by oil spills in the ocean because they do not fly away. They migrate 
inland to freshwater lakes like Lake Almanor and Eagle Lake and marshes to breed in the 
summer. You are likely to see Western and Clark’s Grebes breeding from June through 
September on the lakes.  The grebes nest in colonies—you may see hundreds to 
thousands of nests together in an area. 
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When trying to find a mate, Western and Clark’s Grebes do a dance together that ends 
with a display called “rushing” where the two birds run side by side across the top of the 
water.  You can watch a videos of their dance and race at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkshIwdw7DY   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbRrxw-H6xA   
 

 
 
Chicks hatch in 24 days and climb onboard their parents’ backs within minutes of 
hatching, this is called “back-brooding”.  Baby grebes ride on their parents’ backs for their 
first 2 to 4 weeks of life.  Both parents feed and care for their young. 
 

 
 
Western and Clark’s Grebes build floating nests made of heaps of plant material.  If the 
water level drops too quickly the parents may abandon the nest and the eggs are likely to 
get eaten by other birds, river otters, or other land predators.  So in order for the grebes 
to successfully hatch babies it is very important that water managers do not let the water 
level drop too fast. 
 
The grebes will dive into the water if they feel threatened and so it is important to stay at 
least 300 feet from their nests.  Also, boat wakes can destroy the floating nests or cause a 
parent with babies on its back to dive into the water where the chicks cannot survive, so 
boats should slow down and navigate around, rather than through, large groups of 
grebes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkshIwdw7DY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbRrxw-H6xA


 

Dear Educator, 
 
Plumas Audubon Society is organizing a birding festival in Plumas County this summer, spotlighting 
Western and Clark’s Grebes.  The Grebe Festival will include seminars, presentations, fieldtrips, 
workshops, and artwork.  The Festival, to be held in Chester and around Lake Almanor on the weekend 
of August 19-21, 2016, is likely to draw many tourists to the area. We hope that many Plumas County 
residents will join in the fun as well.  One of the ways in which we are seeking to involve and engage 
Plumas County communities in the Festival is through holding the Grebe Festival Art Contest for K-12 
students (public, private, and home-schooled) in Plumas County and parts of Lassen and Sierra Counties.  
  
We are holding the Grebe Festival Art Contest in order to educate local youth about Western and Clark's 
Grebes and to encourage and promote community involvement in the upcoming 2016 Grebe Festival. 
Students in grades K-12 in public, private, and home schools will be invited to submit original artwork 
under the theme of Grebe Conservation in drawing, painting, photography, and poetry/song 
media.  Information about Western and Clark's Grebes, their habitats, behaviors, and conservation will 
be made available for inspiration and reference.  Prizes for thoughtful and well-crafted artwork focused 
on the grebes and their conservation in the various media will be awarded according to age group (K-3; 
4-6; 7-8; 9-12). Anticipated prizes include gift certificates to local stores/businesses, bird guides, movie 
tickets, and a boat tour on Lake Almanor during the Festival.  
  
One piece of art will win the Grand Prize and be selected as the Grebe Festival logo which will be used 
in advertising and printed on t-shirts, water bottles, and stickers and published on Plumas Audubon 
Society’s website and newsletter. Various other pieces will also be selected to advertise the Festival. All 
original artwork submitted to the Contest will be exhibited during the Grebe Festival in the Almanor 
Recreation Center which will be the central Festival location. 
 
The 2016 Grebe Festival Art Contest is open now through April 30. Winners will be announced by the 
end of May. 
 
I have attached a flyer as well as a two-page information sheet about Western and Clark’s Grebes for 
reference and inspiration. We hope that your students will be interested in participating! 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at teresa@plumasaudubon.org. 

Sincerely, 
Teresa Arrate 
Outreach and Education Coordinator 
Plumas Audubon Society 
429 Main Street 
Quincy,  CA 95971 

mailto:teresa@plumasaudubon.org

