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Sound Map example 
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Posture 
£ perched upright 
£ standing tall  
£ hunched or crouched 
£ grasping on a trunk or branch 
£ other?________________ 
  
Movement and Flight Pattern 
£ hopping 
£ bobbing 
£ low altitude gliding 
£ high altitude soaring 
£ rapid flapping 
£ slow, deep wingbeats 
£ wading 
£ floating 
£ diving 
£ other? ________________ 
  
Communication 
£ singing 
£ warning call 
£ chasing or mobbing 
£ flocking with others 
£ drumming 
£ other? ________________ 

Location 
£ ground 
£ tree 
£ shrub  
£ water 
£ sky 
£ nest 
£ other? _________________ 
  
  
Feeding/Foraging Style 
£ surface feeding 
£ probing 
£ pulling from ground 
£ pecking 
£ holding and tearing 
£ other?________________ 
  
  
Maintenance and Care   
£ preening 
£ puffing out feathers 
£ feeding  
£ feeding young 
£ nest building 
£ other?________________ 
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The shape of a bird can help clue you in to what type of bird 
it is and narrow your search as you try to identify the species. 
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When observing a bird you are trying to identify, here are 
some helpful suggestions for focusing on form.  Look for: 

o Size and shape of the bill 

o Size, shape, and proportions of the head and body 

o Length and shape of the tail 

o Posture when perched or shape of the wings in flight 
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Can you identify these species? 

black plumage 
extends below 

red eye 

white neck, 
breast, and 

belly 

“rushing” 
across the 

water

 

greenish-
yellow bill 

pale head, 
gray cheeks 

white throat, 
breast, and 

belly 

rufous (reddish-
brown) back 

light tail, white 
underparts 

brown leg 
feathers and 
large feet 

black 
wingtips 

white vent 

streaked 
rosy red 
gorget 

blue back, 
head, and 
breast 

green 
head and 

back 

wingtips reach just 
beyond tip of tail 

reddish-
orange on 

underside of 
wings and tail 

red mustache 

gray head 

gray body 
and neck 

tan back 

red crown 
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WATERFOWL 

£ Canada Goose 
£ Wood Duck *CT 
£ Mallard *CE 
£ Bufflehead *CE 
£ Common Merganser *CT 

  
GROUSE, QUAIL, & 
ALLIES 

£ Mountain Quail *CT 
£ Wild Turkey *CT 
  LOONS & GREBES 
£ Western Grebe *CE 

  
CORMORANTS & 
PELICANS 

£ American White Pelican *CE 
  HERONS, IBIS, & ALLIES 
£ Great Blue Heron 
£ Great Egret 
£ White-faced Ibis *CE 

  
VULTURES, HAWKS, & 
ALLIES 

£ Turkey Vulture 
£ Osprey *CE 
£ Bald Eagle *CE 
£ Red-tailed Hawk 

  
RAILS, GALLINULES, & 
ALLIES 

£ American Coot 
  CRANES 
£ Sandhill Crane *CT 
  SHOREBIRDS 
£ Killdeer 
  GULLS & TERNS 
£ Ring-billed Gull *CE 

  

 
  *CT = climate threatened 
  *CE = climate endangered 
 
PIGEONS & DOVES 

£ Rock Pigeon 
  OWLS 
£ Barn Owl *CT 
£ Great Horned Owl 
  HUMMINGBIRDS 
£ Anna's Hummingbird 
£ KINGFISHERS 
£ Belted Kingfisher 
  WOODPECKERS 
£ Acorn Woodpecker 
£ Hairy Woodpecker *CT 
£ Northern Flicker 
  FALCONS 
£ American Kestrel *CT 

 TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 
£ Black Phoebe 
  VIREOS 
£ Cassin's Vireo 
  CORVIDS 
£ Steller's Jay 
£ Black-billed Magpie *CE 
£ Common Raven *CT 
  MARTINS & SWALLOWS 
£ Tree Swallow *CT 
£ Barn Swallow 
  CHICKADEES & TITMICE 
£ Mountain Chickadee *CT 
  NUTHATCHES 
£ Red-breasted Nuthatch *CT 
£ White-breasted Nuthatch *CT 

  TREECREEPERS 
£ Brown Creeper *CE 
  WRENS 
£ House Wren 
  THRUSHES 
£ Western Bluebird *CT 
£ American Robin 
  STARLINGS 
£ European Starling 
  WAXWINGS 
£ Cedar Waxwing 
  WOOD-WARBLERS 
£ Yellow-rumped Warbler 
  SPARROWS 
£ Spotted Towhee 
£ Song Sparrow 
£ Dark-eyed Junco 
  BLACKBIRDS 
£ Red-winged Blackbird 
£ Yellow-headed Blackbird *CE 
£ Brewer's Blackbird *CT 
£ Bullock's Oriole *CT 
  FINCHES & ALLIES 
£ House Finch *CT 
£ Lesser Goldfinch 
  OLD WORLD SPARROWS 
£ House Sparrow 


