
2/21/07 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
I spent Monday and Tuesday birding in American Valley and vicinity. 
  
On Monday I walked along Chandler Road from Highway 70 to Quincy Junction Road.  
I'm sure those of you who live along this stretch are aware of your relatively high density 
of Acorn Woodpeckers, but this walk gave me a chance to appreciate them.  I was 
pleasantly surprised to find the juv. NORTHERN SHRIKE still hanging out (in the large 
fruit tree behind the green swing set looking metal apparatus that has bird feeders 
hanging from it) at 2312 Chandler Road.  Since the bird was found there in December, 
the house has had a serious fire and appears to be unoccupied now. 
  
There were eight HOODED MERGANSERS at the Thompson Valley Ranch stock 
pond.  
  
Birding various feeders in town I happened on all three species of our Carpodacus 
finches....Purple, Cassin's and House.  Probably not many birders in California can walk 
through town and have that experience. 
  
Also on Monday I found five SANDHILL CRANES, two in Thompson Valley and three 
in American Valley near where Chandler Road parallels Spanish Creek (thanks to Scott 
Edwards for mentioning those three birds to me).   At this later location there was a 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE hanging out with the Canada Geese.  There 
were four ROSS'S GEESE in the open field east of Gansner Airport.   
  
On Tuesday I spent a good part of the day at the QCSD sewer ponds servicing the Wood 
Duck nest boxes there.  There was a single female BARROW'S GOLDENEYE in the 
large pond and seven WOOD DUCKS either in the pond or snoozing on the shore. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
  
3/26/07 

Greetings All, 

 I received a phone call this morning from Yvonne Bales regarding the deaths of a 
number of white-crowned sparrows in her yard.  Within a couple of days’ cycle, she and 
her husband have observed 3-4 sparrows puffing up, moving really slowly, eating like 
crazy at their feeders, and then, according to her husband, dying (they have not recovered 
a corpse yet).  She says the same kind of mortality has happened at their house for the last 
couple years, although she wasn’t absolutely sure last years’ deaths were all white-
crowned sparrows.  The Bales’ live in East Quincy off Bell Lane. 



Does anyone have any ideas on what’s going on here? 

Thanks for any input, 

Darla DeRuiter 

3/26/07 
 
ounds like Salmonella, a common disease transferred from infected bird 
feces. The solution is to stop feeding birds at infected locations for a 
month or so. Alternatively, clean all feeders with bleach daily and clean 
up feces under feeders. If seed/feces drops into soil, this is very 
difficult to do successfully, and best solution is to stop feeding birds to 
prevent further infection. 
 
This disease is most common with pine siskins, but is also transmittable to 
other species. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
3/26/07 
 
To clarify a few things: 
  
Last year the local paper had an article regarding a disease that was affecting birds in our 
area. Don't recall what the disease was, but if we recall right, it was our Purple Finches 
that had it. Same symptoms as we are seeing now in the Sparrows. As happened last year, 
it only seems to be affecting the one species (Finches last year, Sparrows this year). We 
feed the birds year 'round and know their cycles around here pretty well. We have had 
three couples this spring, and are down to just one bird now. My husband has observed 
them through the quick-moving cycle of swelling up, moving slow, and feeding 
voraciously. They seem to lose their ability to fly near the end (flight distances can be 
measured in feet). Then they are gone. Darla asked me if they could just be moving on, 
but it has not been our experience for them to pass through so quickly. When the Finches 
had the disease last year, we found several dead birds following the symptoms. Though 
we have found none yet this year, I would not be surprised if they died nearby. We have a 
pond within a block of the house (maybe 25 to 50 yards away) and it is probably their 
water source. Don't know if this has anything to do with what is going on. 
  
Any thoughts would be appreciated.  
  
Yvonne 
 
3/27/07 
 



I suspect Colin D. is correct re: salmonella at the feeding site. Ceasing feeding and 
thorough disinfection of the feeders - and changing to a new spot in the yard to resume 
feeding in a few weeks, to avoid recontamination from the ground under the old feeder 
site, should prevent infecting additional birds.  
 
Linda Blum 



Date: June 11, 2007 
  
HI all, I was out at one of my favorite sites in the Lassen National Forest this morning 
point counting and doing a Willow Flycatcher survey.  The area is a large 
meadow/bog/aspen stand up near Humboldt Summit near Ruffa Ranch in the Almanor at 
about 5800 feet.  As usual the place was hopping with birds.  Two duet-ing Pileated 
Woodpeckers greeted me by banging on snags 150 meters either side of my first point.  
Something I have never experienced – pileated’s in stereo – quite fantastic!  Lots of 
meadow and aspen birds as well as plenty of forest birds coming in from the edges to 
forage in the aspen here is the full list in no particular order with some notes: 
 
Warblers: 
MacGillivray’s 
Wilson’s 
Nashville – lots of these up at higher elevations than normal this year (maybe due to the 
dryness?) 
Hermit – yes they are in aspen too. 
Yellow-rumped – before they fade to fall get out and take a good long look at the 
amazing color of an after-second year male Audubon’s Warbler – what a bird! 
Yellow 
  
Calliope Hummingbird – many here in the meadow displaying – “psssheeew” 
Mountain Quail 
Warbling Vireo – loves aspen and there were more than you cold shake a stick at today. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Wood-Pewee 
Lincoln’s Sparrow 
Willow Flycatcher – there are 5 here now – there was 1 six years ago. 
Swainson’s Thrush – this is the rarest breeding passerine in the Sierra Nevada – they love 
aspen or cottonwood and other riparian habitat – not meadows they want the trees. 
Red-breasted Sapsucker – a declining species that really favors aspen. 
White-headed Woodpecker – found a nest in a leaning aspen snag – they like the leaners 
and usually have the opening on the bottom facing the ground and almost always within 
10 feet of the ground. 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker – woodpeckers love aspen too – has lots of natural cavities supports lots 
of bugs and dies easily so lots of snags around aspen stands. 
Lazuli Bunting – usually more of these here than this year but 2 or 3 around, maybe they 
are late in arriving. 
Evening Grosbeak 
Chipping Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Junco 
Cassin’s Finch – it is a big year for finches – crossbills are all over the place as are 
Cassin’s, Purple, and Pine Siskin – we had a record high for Cassin’s Finch on the 
Chester CBC this year.  Good cone crop last fall. 



Tanager 
Brown Creeper 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Hammond’s Flycatcher 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Stellar’s Jay 
American Robin – whenever you hear a robin going crazy usually there is a Stellar’s Jay 
near by trying to find its nests and eat the young. 
Fox Sparrow – any day you see a large-billed Fox Sparrow is a good day! 
   
! cinnamon phase second year Black Bear (not full size yet but definitely not a cub of the 
year). 
   
Tons of butterflies including my favorite Clodius Parnassian – looking for those bleeding 
hearts! 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
Date: June 9, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
Some friends visited Quincy and I took them on some walks. In the morning on the 
Cascade trail from the Old Highway upstream along Spanish Creek notable birds 
included a Cassin's Vireo, a Lazuli Bunting and an American Dipper. They also saw a 
Hermit Warbler, unfortunately I missed it. In the afternoon we walked from Lakes Basin 
campground to Halsey Falls and saw a Wilson's Warbler and a male Mountain Quail who 
serenaded the campground for a long time from the top of a rock. The following morning 
we took the Mill Creek trail from Bucks Lake (about 1/2 mile west of the Whitehorse 
Campground) and saw a MacGillivary's Warbler and some Yellow Warblers and White-
headed Woodpeckers. The Cascade and Mill Creek trails provide pleasant walks with 
many birds at this time. 
  
Best Regards 
  
Tony Hall  
 
Date: June 8, 2007 
 
Yesterday I saw a beautiful Short-eared owl in full sunlight right at 
sunrise. The bird was perched on a fencepost on the side of A-24 between Marble Hot 
Springs Rd and Harriet Lane, right next to the old broken down windmill. 
 
Also saw 7 American bittern between marble hot springs road and Maddalena Ranch - 
that is a bunch! 
 



1 Swainson's hawk perched on A-24 north of Loyalton about 1 mile. 
 
I found lots of nests yesterday - 
barn owl - in Roberti Ranch large hay barn on A-24/Dyson Lane, nesting in barn owl box 
(assumed by season and perching location). Two owls perched outside box. 
mourning dove - nest with 2 eggs on ground in grasses in burned area up 
Antelope Valley rd out of Loyalton 
northern flicker - excavating nesting cavity in recently killed tree in 
burn area. 
western meadowlark - nest with 4 eggs on ground in forbs in sagebrush area up Antelope 
Valley rd. 
gadwall - nest with 7 eggs - Maddalena Ranch, she was nesting in dense 
rushes and sedges with good overhead cover. Found the nest with 5th grade class from 
Quincy Elementary school (class was with me for the next 5 species as well). 
Marsh wren - nest woven in hard stem bulrush plants with vocal parents off of Marble 
Hot Springs rd 
red-winged blackbird - two nests woven into sedges about 8 inches off of the ground at 
Maddalena Ranch 
cliff swallow - about 15 nests on Steel Bridge directly overhead with 
adults looking out. Kids loved seeing these birds through spotting scope - full frame 
view! 
yellow-headed blackbird - nesting in cattail marsh off Marble Hot Springs rd. 
brewer's blackbird - adults carrying food into sagebrush on Maddalena Ranch - I didn't 
disturb them to actually see nest - but apparently they were feeding young. 
mountain chickadee - adults feeding young in nestbox in my backyard. 
Red Junglefowl - two eggs in the nestbox at home - yummy - breakfast! 
 
Colin Dillingham 
  
Date: June 8, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Woody's Hot Springs was alive with bird activity as usual on Thursday morning.  A 
Lazuli Bunting came to the tall grass right next to the springs.  It's territory is across the 
river and I had previously confused its call with that of a House Wren.  A Red-breasted 
Sapsucker is nesting in a broken top oak across the river and feeding very frequently so 
must have nestlings.  There were also tree, violet-green, cliff, and northern rough-winged 
swallows. 
 
Best, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
Date: May 24, 2007 
 



Hi Birders, 
 
Woody's hotsprings was really enjoyable this morning.  A red-breasted sapsucker came 
into the willows right next to the springs and yellow warbler, song sparrow, yellow-
breasted chat, black-throated gray warbler, house wren, black-headed grosbeak, and 
western tanager were singing/calling along the river.  It's a really beautiful spot, nice 
riparian vegetation and lots of birds, and in the morning on weekdays there is almost 
never anyone there. 
 
Plese note that a new e-mail address has been added to the list. 
 
Best, 
 
David Arsenault 
 



June 13, 2007 
 
Yesterday, while running the Paxton Breeding Bird Survey I was surprised to find a 
yellow-billed magpie in Indian Valley. There was one yellow-billed magpie with about 5 
black-billed magpies along North Valley Rd, about 0.2 miles south of Fickardt Point ( = 
0.7 miles south of FS road 28N32, or 1.0 miles south of Stamfli Rd). The bird was around 
Indian Creek and in a recently mowed field. I initially saw it from a faded yellowish 
metal gate on the side of North Valley Rd. I tried later in the day to photograph it, but had 
no luck. 
 
Also, yesterday at Lake Almanor I saw 2 forster's tern, 2 clark's grebe, 2 white-headed 
woodpecker. 
 
In Carson City Nevada and in Minden, I saw 1 and 2 eurasian collared doves on Sunday 
and Saturday respectively. On sunday morning, I also saw one great-tailed grackle at Gull 
Lake (June Lake Loop) in Mono County. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
June 25, 2007 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
Sorry about the late posting, but I left for a nine day stay in the Sierra National Forest 
south of Yosemite NP the day after this sighting and couldn't get to a computer before 
today. 
  
On Friday, June 15th, I was walking along Carol Lane East and found a male Lawrence's 
Goldfinch.  It was about a hundred feet or so from the junction of Carol Lane East and 
Chandler Road, flying in and out of the aspen trees just behind little bus stop structure 
along Carol Lane East.   About a half hour later, having continued my walk along 
Chandler Road headed towards Quincy Junction Road, I observed another Lawrence's 
Goldfinch, also a male, in a field of mustard plants near the junction of Chandler Road 
and Shea Ranch Road - quite likely the same bird as before since the locations are within 
a 1/3 mile of each other.  In both cases the Lawrence's Goldfinch was in the company of a 
group of Lesser Goldfinches. 
  
Also on the 15th the two Sandhill Cranes hanging out in the field behind the Chevron 
Station in Quincy were accompanied by their two youngsters and the family is quite easy 
to observe as they feed in various parts of the field. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
 
 



July 2, 2007 
 
A few good Plumas County birds past two days. 
 
This morning (July 2) on Chandler Rd in American Valley I saw 1 lawrence's goldfinch 
with 30 lesser goldfinch. The birds were about 150 yards east of the Quincy Junction rd, 
opposite the 25 MPH sign, in the field of star thistle and blue buttons. They were feeding 
on the star thistle and blue button seed heads. It was a female lawrence's goldfinch. 
 
Also this morning, I saw 3 bank swallow over the pond on Quincy Junction rd, very near 
the Chandler Rd junction and at Greenhorn Creek on Quincy Junction Rd. 
 
Yesterday, at Beckwourth Pass I saw a few good birds over a 5 hour hike. I hiked south 
of the pass and crossed into both Plumas and Lassen Counties (although it is fairly 
difficult to tell when you are in one county versus the other, I did my best with a map and 
topography). 
Here are the highlights on the Lassen County side - 
10 black-throated sparrows 
2 lark sparrows 
3 long-eared owl 
3 rock wren 
 
On the Plumas County side 
2 black-throated sparrow (my first in Plumas County - but I bet there is a 
breeding population here). 
1 blue-gray gnatcatcher 
1 chukar 
2 rock wren 
 
Anybody out there know anything about Cordilleran Flycatchers in Plumas 
County? (I saw one last week in Zion National Park, and it got me thinking about them in 
Plumas County). I've never heard or seen one in Plumas, but not sure if I would know 
how different the call is from a Pac-slope flycatcher. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
7/16/07 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
Plumas Audubon Society led a trip to the North Arm of Indian Valley, Moonlight Valley, 
and Light’s Creek.  Marty and John Shower are leading a movement to stop proposed 
mining in this area.  In Moonlight Valley, we birded a large willow patch that had a lot of 
bird activity including Yellow, Yellow-rumped, Hermit, and Nashville Warblers, as well 
as Lazuli Bunting, Mountain Quail, Fox Sparrow, and Dusky Flycatcher.  We saw 
juveniles of many of the species.  In Light’s Creek, Bank Swallows nest in the old mine 



tailings that have formed large sand dunes and sand cliffs.  At Marty and John’s house, 
which is on Light’s Creek, we saw Anna’s, Rufous, and Caliope Hummingbirds at their 
feeders, as well as Purple Finch and Bullock’s Oriole. 
  
Contact Marty and John Shower, theshowers@frontiernet.net, if you’re interested in 
helping stop the mine. 
  
Best, 
  
David 
 
7/16/07 
 
I've had an adult male black-chinned hummingbird coming to my feeder for the past 5 
days. He seems to be seen regularly at my backyard feeder and I'd be willing to host you 
if you want to try to see him. Best time to see him is 5:45 to 6:45 am, when he is usually 
seen within 5 minutes. I've become bored and stopped watching the feeders without 
seeing him at other times of the day, and don't think I've seen him much after 7:00 am, 
although I'm sure he comes in, but it must be with less regularity. Any day of the week 
works for me for early am feeder watching. 283-1133 is my home phone number and I 
live at 400 First Street in East Quincy. He is the first male I've seen in living in Quincy 
for 7 years, although Harry Reeves told me he sees black-chinned hummingbirds 
regularly in his yard over the hill in "West" Quincy. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
7/28/07 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Colin and I birded American Valley by bike this morning. We started 
downtown and went down Quincy Junction Road to Chandler and over to Oakland Camp 
and back. We saw 57 species in all. The highlight was a male Lawrences Goldfinch 
feeding two fledglings so we confirmed breeding for this species in Plumas County. We 
saw them on Quincy Junction Road just past Clear Creek Road in the willows between 
the horse stall and the creek. Another new Plumas Co. bird for me was Wrentit that we 
saw in the buckbrush at the end of Quincy Junction Road. We also saw about 5 Red-
Shouldered Hawks, Olive-sided Flycatcher, and Western Kingbird, and fledgling Spotted 
Sandpiper and California Quail.  
 
Best, 
 
David 
 
 
 



8/2/07 
 
HI Plumas County Birders, I just wanted to let you guys know that the 
Almanor Basin Watershed Advisory Committee is holding a workshop next 
Tuesday the 7th from 7 to 9 pm at the Memorial Hall in Chester to discuss issues 
surrounding the meadow on the west shore of Lake Almanor. The site is one of the best 
birding sites in Plumas County, it is an Audubon Important Bird Area and supports 
breeding Sandhill Crane, Willow Flycatcher, the highest density of Yellow Warbler 
possibly in the state, as well as a host of other species. Unfortunately the area has been 
subject to intensifying OHV use that has resulted in tearing up some very sensitive 
hydrophilic soils and wetland plants. Not to mention the disturbance to all of the ground 
nesting birds such as 4 species of waterfowl, Virginia Rail, Savannah Sparrow, and 
Northern Harrier. There is also rampant poaching occurring out there as well (as many of 
us who bird the site know from all of the gun fire we have to deal with outside of hunting 
season). It would be great to have as many of you there that are concerned about our 
wetlands and meadows. If you have any questions feel free to contact me. Thanks, 
Ryan. 
 
P.S. We are hoping to host an Audubon field trip up to the site sometime this fall. The 
Western Grebe's decided to breed late this year and several hundred nests can now be 
seen from the Hwy. 36 causeway. We also saw a few Clark's this weekend as well. Long-
billed Dowitcher and Yellowlegs were also seen around the shoreline with good numbers 
of Ibis as well.  
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
8/20/07 
 
I birded American Valley on bike Sunday morning starting on the bike path in Quincy 
from Railroad Ave, down Quincy Junction Road, then west down Chandler Road to 
Spanish Creek and back.  It was a beautiful, overcast, and cool morning and I saw 54 
species from 7-10 am including Anna’s and Rufous Hummingbirds, Dusky Flycatcher, 
and lots of Western Tanagers along the bike path.  There was a Northern Mockingbird 
and MacGillivray’s and Yellow Warblers across from the High School fields and 2 
Sandhill Cranes, 4 Red-Shouldered Hawks, 3 Red-Tailed Hawks, and 2 American 
Kestrels were out in the middle of the valley.  Along Greenhorn Creek, I saw a lone 
Chipping Sparrow with the hundreds of Lesser Goldfinches and a Western Kingbird 
hawking insects over the creek with the Black Phoebes.  Fox Sparrow, Wrentit, and 
Bewick’s Wren were in the hillside brush at the end of Quincy Junction Road and just 
500 feet west down Chandler Road in the field on the left, a Sora and Marsh Wren 
responded to hand squeeking.  On my ride back, a Cooper’s Hawk flushed out of the 
willows across from the High School football field. 
 
Best, 
 
David 



 
9/11/07 
 
Today Steve Glover & Luke Cole found 4 BURROWING OWLS in Plumas Co. They 
were found on Hwy 49 at mile 4.2 which is 4.2 miles south of Hwy 70 west of the road. 
  
Good Birding! 
Frances (for Steve Glover of Dublin) 
 
9/16/07 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
The last three weekends, I’ve birded the bike path in Quincy from Railway Ave to 
Quincy Junction Road at the high school fields.  On Sept 1, at the entrance to the water 
facility, there were two Green-tailed Towhees, a Yellow-breasted Chat, and Calliope 
Hummingbird.  Last weekend, I saw 2 White-crowned Sparrows, the first I’ve seen in 
Quincy, a family of Marsh Wrens across from the fields, and lots of Common 
Yellowthroats.  This weekend, I saw a Lincoln’s Sparrow at the end of Railway Ave in 
the ditch, a MacGillivray’s Warbler near the water facility, and White-crowned Sparrows 
everywhere.  I didn’t see any hummingbirds this morning, and very few Violet-green 
Swallows.  There has also been a Sora calling at the end of Railway Ave, which I can 
actually hear sometimes from my apartment on Main St. 
                 
Best, 
  
David  
 
9/18/07 
 
France, et. al. 
Regarding the Burrowing Owls seen by Luke and Steve Sept 11. The site mentioned in 
the email has been a good place to find BUOW for the past 3 years. There used to be at 
least two colonies further out in the valley, but those sites were abandoned in the middle 
90's. Dave Shuford found the colony that Luke and Steve observed in 7/1/04. Nice to 
know that they are hanging on!  
 
Mac McCormick 
 
10/7/07 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
What a beautiful fall week with continued signs of migration and the arrival of winter 
visitors. This weekend along the bike path in downtown Quincy, there were some 
Golden-crowned Sparrows and Purple Finches. On Thursday, I heard a Northern 



Goshawk calling on the hill at the corner of Fairgrounds and Main Street in East Quincy 
and saw a Cooper’s Hawk cruising over my yard in downtown Quincy on Monday. On 
Wednesday, a flock of Cedar Waxwings also visited my yard. Although there were no 
confirmed sightings, I’m sure there was a Wood Stork around on Tuesday night because 
a baby boy was delivered to my home. His name is River Kestrel Arsenault. 
 
Best, 
 
David 
 
10-12-07 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Thursday I made my first visit to the Quincy sewer treatment plant, which is located at 
the end of Spanish Creek Road past the airport and is open 8am to 5pm M-F.  There were 
good numbers of Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, and Eared Grebe as well as two Pied-
billed Grebes and one Northern Pintail in the ponds.  There were also numerous sparrows 
including Dark-eyed Junco and Song, Golden and White-crowned, Lincoln’s, and Fox 
Sparrows.  There were also a lot of Yellow-rumped Warblers.  The highlight was a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk at the far end of the large pond, which was chasing a Northern 
Flicker around for no apparent reason as if it was just playing with it.  Perhaps it was a 
juvenile having some fun. 
 
Best, 
 
David 
 



October 15, 2007 
 
Yesterday Bob Battagin, David Arsenault and I birded around Lake Almanor for the day. 
We saw 64 species and the highlights were: 1 merlin, 2 common tern (a new county bird 
for all three of us – that brings my Plumas County list to 246), 6 bonaparte's gulls and 1 
eurasian wigeon. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
October 15, 2007 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
I spent a good part of last Friday and Saturday birding around American Valley and 
vicinity.  I ran into 66 bird species including seven species of diurnal raptors and nine 
species of sparrows.  Here are a few of the more unusual sightings: 
  
NORTHERN PYGMY-OWL, one along Spanish Creek Road and another along 
Greenhorn Creek south of Highway 70. 
  
MERLIN, QCSD oxidation ponds. 
  
WESTERN KINGBIRD, QCSD oxidation ponds, kind of late for this bird to be around. 
  
ROCK WREN, first one I've seen in American Valley, along Chandler Road about 1/4 
mile south of Quincy Junction Road. 
  
LAWRENCE'S GOLDFINCH about one mile west of Quincy on Buck's Lake Road, with 
Lesser and American Goldfinches. 
  
No matter where I've been in the state lately, almost every Jay has had an acorn in its 
beak....must be getting close to winter! 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
October 22, 2007 
 
Holy smokes, if I had known that I would've put effort into getting a 
photo! Drat. 
 
I saw the bird right along Caribou Road: As you go up Caribou Road towards the 
Afterbay Dam, you'll go over a bridge that has wood slats as a surface.  Then there's 
another bridge further down the road that is regular ol' concrete. The bird was between 
these two bridges, I saw it near a big huge mass of wild cucumber (or maybe it's wild 
grape? Not sure-- the vine that has yellow leaves right now and is taking over all the 



vegetation around there). Where I saw it had a nearby camping spot with a fire ring 
tucked away under oaks on the north side of the road. Approximate (and I mean 
approximate) UTMs are 653300 4435500. Heard it first, then saw it, both in flight and 
perched nearby. 
 
Good luck chasing it! I really hope some more eyes get on this bird. 
 
Claire V. Gallagher 
 
October 31, 2007 
 
On Sunday October 28 my son Henry and I saw 2 surf scoters on Lake Almanor (Plumas 
County) between the causeway and the mouth of the North Fork of the Feather River. 
 
The two birds were both in 1st winter plumage and were seen flying over our canoe 
twice. I could clearly see that they lacked any coloration in the wings (entirely dark with 
no speculum) and on their second pass at 20 yards I had my binoculars ready and could 
study the facial pattern – blotchy white patches on dark head, the two white patches 
seperated by a post-orbicular diffuse dark vertical stripe.The body plumage was all dark, 
with the exception of the paler belly. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
November 13, 2007 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
I birded American and Indian Valleys over the weekend. 
  
In American Valley it was nice to see the raptor population adjusting to the cooler 
weather.  I found winter birds Northern Harrier, Ferruginous Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, 
Merlin, and Prairie Falcon along Quincy Junction Road.  I ran into three people who 
asked me about the "big hawk" they had seen west of Highway 70 across from the airport 
- a Ferruginous Hawk patrolling for squirrels and harassing an intruding Cooper's Hawk.  
Along the old railroad grade, now bike path, there was a late Chipping Sparrow foraging 
with Crowned Sparrows and Dark-eyed Juncos. Of the 51 Dark-eyed Juncos I observed 
around the Valley, two were of the Slate-colored subspecies.  There were three Greater-
fronted Geese around, two in the field behind the Chevron station and one at the pond 
near Quincy Junction. 
  
Indian Valley had quite a few raptors, also.  I counted 26 Red-tailed Hawks driving from 
Cresent Mills to North Arm via Stampfli Lane Road.  Just west of where Stampfli crosses 
the railroad tracks I found a Yellow-billed Magpie in with a flock of 30 Black-billed 
Magpies.  This is likely the bird Colin Dillingham reported earlier this year.  I was at a 
large distance from the bird, but the bill appeared to be yellow-green.  Did you notice the 
same Colin? 



  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
November 17, 2007 
 
Hi all - 
David Arsenault left a phone message last night and said he found a 
Vermilion flycatcher at the sewage treatment ponds. I'm on my way out 
there right now with my wife Angie in an attempt to relocate the bird. 
 
Hope some of you can make it out to look for it. Colin 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
November 18, 2007 
 
For those of you who haven't heard - the bird was still present yesterday. While I watched 
the bird for 3 hours, it was seen by at least 19 people yesterday morning. A beautiful 
immature male, with substantial red in the body plumage and on the crown - 
unmistakable! David Arsenault was able to get photographs yesterday. 
 
It can be seen from outside the sewage treatment ponds. As you approach 
the locked gate you will see some hay bales covered by a gray tarp covered structure. 
Park there and look towards the sewage ponds across the field. The flycatcher has been 
hanging out on the barbed wire fence surrounding the sewage treatment facilities and also 
in the birch trees at the back edge of the aeration ponds. 
 
A group of us are meeting again at 8:00 this morning. Bring a spotting 
scope if you have one, the bird is 100 - 200 yards away and it is difficult to see well with 
binoculars. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
November 18, 2007 
 
We relocated the bird again this morning and last saw it about 10 minutes ago 9:35 AM. 
Also with me were Kyle Merriam, Larry and Peggy Gustafson, Kristy Hoffman and Pat 
(Evans?). 
 
Here is a photo I took this morning. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
November 24, 2007 
 



Hi Birders, 
  
I saw a very large magnificent bobcat today at 3pm, which for me is an unusual time to 
see one. It was in a small grass field bounded on the left by the road entering Graeagle 
and on the far side by the road going to Johnsville. It was hunting small critters and I saw 
it catch and eat two of them. They were small and black, could they have been 
either voles or shrews? It was unconcerned that I was on the side of the field watching it 
with my binoculars. Since its success in foraging was so good it might return and provide 
a very good photo opportunity for someone with a lense having at least 8x magnification. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
November 26, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
I went out to the sewage ponds on Saturday morning with the family curious to see if the 
flycatcher was still around.  Surprisingly, even with the cold nights lately, the bird was 
still out there in the same location; the large cottonwood next to the fence on the entrance 
side of the ponds.  Kudos to Colin for taking such an excellent photo and getting it on the 
front page of the paper and for getting so many people out to see the bird! 
 
David 
 
November 29, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
I saw a Red-naped Sapsucker at 3 this afternoon in an oak tree that it appears to favor 
because it returned their later. To see the oak tree drive from town on Quincy Junction 
Road, turn right on to Clear Creek Road and stop at the junction of Brinkman Road. Walk 
up Brinkman about 20 yards, the oak tree is on the left. It is my understanding that Red-
naped Sapsuckers only visit Plumas County during migration and are rarely seen. Call me 
at 283 3052 if you would like my help in locating this bird. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
November 30, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
At 11:30 am today I got close looks at the sapsucker. It has a bright red cap then a black 
band and a paler red patch on the nape so it is a Red-naped not a Yellow-bellied and 
definitely not a Red-breasted. It has extensive red on the throat with no white which 
makes it a male. The oak tree bark has many chisel marks typical of sapsuckers but quite 
large and while some are new many are old. As I mentionned in my last email the oak 



tree is on the left about 40 yards up Brinkman Road off Clear Creek Road in the Galeppi 
Ranch area which is off Quincy Junction Road. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
November 30, 2007 
 
I just saw the Vermilion Flycatcher again at the Quincy Sewage Treatment ponds during 
my lunch break (at 1:30 PM Friday Nov 30). 
 
The best place to observe the bird is before you enter the gated property (so it is 
accessible on the weekend when the sewage treatment facility is closed). From Hwy 70, 
just after you cross Spanish Creek, turn onto Airport Rd and go almost to the end (about 
1/4 mile) before you enter the sewage treatment ponds. Park opposite the pile of hay 
bales (covered with a large gray dome) and look on the barbed wire fence surrounding 
the treatment ponds, about 100 yards across the grass field. It is an immature male, with 
plenty of red to make identification obvious. 
 
Colin Dillingham 



December 2007 – January 2008 Plumas Bird List postings: 
 
December 2, 2007 
 
I finally relocated the red-naped sapsucker yesterday afternoon (2:05 pm) after 4 attempts 
to find it. Although the bird is clearly coming in to the oak tree about 40 yards up 
Brinkman Rd from the Clear Creek Rd junction (left side of rd as you face up hill), it is 
not coming in for long periods. After nearly 4 hours of watching the tree, the bird finally 
came in for about 25 seconds before flying away. It fed at the holes it made on the tree 
bole quickly, and then flew off. 
 
Maintain your distance, Tony says the bird is fairly wary.  I watched the tree from the 
Clear Creek Rd junction. 
 
Also, I saw 2 ferruginous hawks and 2 rough-legged hawks along Quincy 
Junction Rd in American Valley. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
December 2, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
I went to see the sapsucker on Friday (~3pm) and parked at the corner of Clear Creek 
Road and Brinkham Rd and got out of my car and flushed the sapsucker when I 
approached the oak tree. It didn't return for the next half hour. I returned this morning 
(Sunday ~10am) and parked at the corner and just watched the tree from my car. The 
sapsucker was in the tree, but wasn't very observable so I drove up next to the tree and 
was able to watch it clearly from my car for about 15 minutes until Lilly (my daughter) 
was adamant enough about going back to Quincy Junction Rd to see the horses.  
 
The sapsucker is an immature male (first fall) that has mostly developed its adult 
plumage except on the breast. Interestingly, it also hasn't developed the white wing 
patches apparent in all North American sapsuckers. The sap holes in the oak are pretty 
extensive so the bird has been around a while and perhaps plans to stay for the winter, 
which is unusual since they generally overwinter in the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts. 
Perhaps it will depart once the snow comes. Does anyone know if the sap hole pattern is 
unique among sapsucker species. I believe that only Red-naped make a complete ring of 
holes around the trunk, like those seen on the oak on Brinkham Rd, but I'm not sure if 
this is unique to Red-naped. 
 
On another note, I have been archiving messages posted to this e-mail list at: 
http://www.aviancenter.com/Plumas_Audubon.htm. I also post Audubon events 
including local Christmas Bird Counts there. I am working on creating a Plumas 
Audubon website (plumasaudubon.org) and will post the archives there once the site is up 
and running, I will keep you informed. 



 
Best, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
December 28, 2007 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Yesterday, in Thompson Valley there was a Red-breasted Sapsucker at the 
corner of Hwy 70 and LaPorte Road, and a large flock of Mountain Bluebirds and 
unknown Shrike at the Thompson Valley Ranch stock pond. In American Valley, there 
was a Hermit Thrush along Greenhorn Creek at Hwy 70 and a Merlin at the corner of 
Chandler and Quincy Junction in one of the large trees at the entrance to the New 
England Ranch. Other raptors included 15+ Red-tailed Hawks, 5 Rough-legged Hawks, 2 
Red-shouldered Hawks, 2 American Kestrels, 1 Ferruginous Hawk, 1 Northern Harrier, 
and 1 Bald Eagle. 
 
There will be a lot of raptors for the Sierra Valley Christmas Bird Count tomorrow 
(Saturday Dec 29). Meet at Casa Carmelita in Portola for breakfast and count 
coordination at 6 am. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
January 2, 2008 
 
This morning I went looking for the shrike that David Arsenault found on Dec 28 by the 
ponds in Thompson Valley. I did not find the shrike, but there were 120 Canada geese, 6 
cackling geese and 1 greater white-fronted goose. Also a gadwall, 2 hooded merganser 
and 3 American wigeon in the pond. Please let me know if anybody finds the shrike. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
January 2, 2008 
 
Sorry didn't get these notes posted earlier - 
 
In Loyalton - Bob Battagin found a white-throated sparrow (I think he said 801 Main 
Street). In Sierraville - I found a Harris' sparrow (at the end of N Batelle St next to a red 
metal gate) and a black phoebe adjacent to Hwy 49 at the south end of Sierraville. Also 
found were Golden-crowned sparrow and White-crowned sparrow – this means we found 
all 4 species of North American sparrows in the genus Zonotrichia! That is quite an 
accomplishment. 
 



David Arsenault found a Northern Shrike on the A-23, about 1 mile north ofthe Marble 
Hot Springs road junction. 
 
We found 56 species during the count, which is about average for Sierra Valley CBC. We 
only had 4 teams - we often have 5 teams. If Paul Hardy had made it we surely would 
have found 60 species for the count. Better luck next year! We had about 2500 total birds, 
about average for the count. Birds not seen that were surprises include Ferrugious Hawk 
and red-breasted nuthatch. Colin 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
January 21, 2008 
 
Hi Birders 
  
Yesterday I saw a nice flock of Golden-crowned Sparrows on the north end of the bridge 
on Quincy Junction Road that crosses Greenhorn Creek. The Field Guides I have looked 
at do not comprehensively describe this species. The ones I saw had a broad yellow band 
along the top of the head like a 'mohawk' that in some cases had tinges of green in it and 
a definite white eye-ring, especially in the immatures. Some had extensive black on their 
heads most did not. Is it possible to distinguish males from females of this species. 
  
Sorry I missed the Christmas bird counts but I had an emergency that kept me out of 
town much of December and through the New Year. 
  
Happy New Year 
  
Tony Hall 
 
January 25, 2008 
 
Just ran across this posting regarding Bohemian Waxwings in 
Chilcoot on Calbirds.  
 
Bob Battagin 
 
87 BOHEMIAN WAXWINGS were seen in Chilcoot, Plumas C0 on 01.18.08. The bird’ 
s were observed around 2:30pm in a tree on a private residence on the west side of 
Frenchman Lake Road, about =BC mile north of the intersection of Hwy 70. We revisited 
the location the next morning but could not relocate the flock despite an extensive search 
of the area.  
 
Joining me were Jim White and Roger Hensaw from Marin County. 
 
Terry Colborn 
Davis, CA 



Plumas Birds e-mail list postings January through July 2008 
 
January 29, 2008 
 
Tony Hall and I went birding in Sierra Valley on January 27.  There was a Northern 
Shrike along Hwy 49 in Plumas County.  The bird was 1.2 miles northeast of the 
Plumas/Sierra County line.  That was my first in Plumas County and it made me smile to 
find it!  A loggerhead shrike was about 2 miles down Hwy 49, this one in Sierra 
County.  The white-throated sparrow that Bob Battagin found on Dec 19 in Loyalton was 
still present.  It was a tan-striped phase bird and is coming to bird feeders at 801 Main 
Street in Loyalton.  Rough-legged hawks were common along Hwy 49 and Dyson Lane 
in both Plumas and Sierra County. 
 
Little Last Chance Creek canyon was beautiful with all the frozen waterfalls and huge 
icicles.  A single American Dipper was along the creek and two common ravens were 
inspecting all the ice fisherman out on Frenchman Lake. 
 
On January 26 I found 2 snow geese on Quincy Junction Rd opposite the high school 
tennis courts. 
 
Today, Jan 29, I found 35 tundra swan and 2 barrow's goldeneyes at the Quincy Sewage 
Treatment ponds.  The duck numbers were relatively high out there today - for example 
135 ring-necked ducks. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
February 28, 2008 
 
The birds are coming back.  I just came back from an evening walk where Lindsay Lane 
joins the Clear Creek Road.  Out in the meadow I saw two bright male Mountain 
Bluebirds and a female.  Next to the Ponderosa Pines I saw a pair of Western Bluebirds.  
Flocks of American Robin and Canada Geese were active in the meadow and I detected 
the still form of a Great Blue Heron in a wet patch in the meadow.  Three pairs of 
Sandhill Cranes have been serenading us, especially in the evening from the meadow on 
the south side of Chandler Road.  One pair would reach for the sky with their beaks and 
call.  Then another pair would reach for the sky with their beaks and call.  Are they 
establishing territory for breeding?  Pairs of Mallards are coming to the marsh on Clear 
Creek Road near to Quincy Junction Road and I expect the Wood ducks will be here 
soon.  The squirrels are busy chasing each other and carrying nesting material around. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
February 28, 2008 
 
To add to that I saw the first Tree Swallow of the year today flying over the Feather 
River.  Below are the first sightings of Tree Swallow from the last few years.  They 



always show up on a warm clear days then disappear on cold and cloudy days until late 
March.  Also, last week there was a Northern Shrike along the Feather River in Chester 
where the Collin’s Railroad crosses it.  Probably the same bird I saw during the 
Christmas Bird Count about ¼ mile from here. 
 
2008 – 2/28 
2007 – 2/18 
2006 – 2/9 
2005 – 2/26 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
February 29, 2008 
 
Just finished a short bike ride in American Valley. If you are reading this message this 
morning - the weather is great - get out and enjoy the sunshine and the birds – 
 
The highlights included: 
To adult male tricolored blackbirds. Tricolored blackbirds are very rare in Plumas 
County.  oth were perched on a wire over a house at 500 Bell Lane at 9:30 this morning. 
 
A merlin was perched in a tree adjacent to Quincy Junction Rd between Bell Lane and 
Lee Rd.  The merlin was about 100 yards S of Bell Lane junction. I've seen less than 10 
of these in my 8 years in Plumas County. 
 
Sandhill Cranes were abundant - I counted 37 from Quincy Junction Rd between Bell 
Lane and the bike path. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
March 2, 2008 
 
The birding in American Valley this last week has been a nice mix of 
remaining winter visitors, early migrants, and residents enjoying the warm weather. Last 
week at the Quincy sewage ponds there were still about 150 ducks of ten species, mostly 
RING-NECKED DUCK and also 2 BARROW’S GOLDENEYE as well as 1 GREATER 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE. Today near the junction of Chandler and Quincy Junction 
Roads, signs of spring included a flock of 10 TREE SWALLOWS, 1 TURKEY 
VULTURE, and 2 SAY’S PHOEBES. At the north end of Chandler Road there was a 
flock of about 200 AMERICAN ROBINS as well as a juvenile GOLDEN EAGLE. The 
hillside at the north end of Quincy Junction Road where it meets the railroad tracks was 
active with WRENTIT, SPOTTED TOWHEE, FOX SPARROW (Rocky Mtn 
subspecies), ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD, and MOUNTAIN QUAIL. The bird of the day, 
a PINE GROSBEAK, recognized by the distinctive combination of vireo-like call notes 
and finch-like warble, was heard up the 



hill from the tracks towards Mount Hough Road in the pine forest, but I 
didn’t get a visual. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
  
March 13, 2008 
 
Hi Plumas Birders,  
  
Yesterday (Thursday) morning Tony Hall and I spent a little time birding in the vicinity 
of Chandler Road and Quincy Junction Road.  At 2312 Chandler Road there are many 
thistle and seed feeders as well as a couple hummingbird feeders.  Quite a few birds visit 
this location and among the thirty or so Red-winged Blackbirds we observed a single 
male YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD.   We also observed three LEWIS'S 
WOODPECKERS, one of which was on the large snag that is a couple hundred yards 
south of 2312 Chandler in the open field.  The others were in a couple oak trees on the 
hill behind the house immediately east of 2312 Chandler.  Also of note were two pairs of 
WOOD DUCKS in the marsh adjacent to Clear Creek Road just east of Quincy Junction 
Road.  Over the course of the morning we noted two dozen Western Scrub Jays, more 
than I usually find along Chandler Road. 
  
The preceeding day my brother, Jim, and I birded many locations around American 
Valley.  As many birders have noticed, there are lots of American Robins around and we 
saw them everywhere.  We saw over 500 Tree Swallows and a single CLIFF 
SWALLOW.  There was a GREATER YELLOWLEGS in the seasonal wetlands just 
south of Golden Eagle Avenue near the entrance to Feather River College.  At the Quincy 
Community Service District sewer ponds we found 18 WOOD DUCKS and 4 
BARROW'S GOLDENEYES.  We saw one of the two AMERICAN DIPPERS that have 
overwintered below the Highway 70 bridge that crosses Spanish Creek adjacent to 
Gansner Park.   A Dark-eyed Junco flock behind the Chevron Station had a single Slate-
colored subspecies.  At the Thompson Valley Ranch stock pond there were 28 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GEESE and 17 HOODED MERGANSERS.  Finally, at 
the spot where Oakland Camp Road crosses Spanish Creek, at about 6PM, I heard a 
GREAT HORNED OWL hoot repeatedly - the first time in the last ten years I've 
managed to hear or see a Great Horned Owl in American Valley. 
  
Good birding, 
 
Bob Battagin 
 
April 13, 2008 
 
Migrants arrive late at our place because it is in a cool location on Galeppi Ranch 
surrounded by conifers.  However, things are beginning to happen around the house.  The 



first Black-Headed Grosbeak arrived today.  A few days ago we were serenaded by our 
first warbler which was a brightly colored male Yellow-rumped (Audubon's).  Many 
Lesser Goldfinches have been visiting my thistle feeder. Several Red-beasted and a pair 
of Pygmy Nuthatches are nesting nearby and visit my suet feeders.  A young Mountain 
Chickadee has taken over my birdhouse with much pecking to the interior but does 
not appear to have attracted a mate. Many Dark-eyed Juncos have been feeding on the 
ground with one Slate-colored among the many Oregons.  Several Band-tailed Pigeons 
and a Red-winged Blackbird are visiting my tray feeder.  About two weeks ago when I 
had just gone to bed I heard an owl.  The muffled hoo hooing suggested to me it was a 
Great Horned Owl.  Something has begun to build a large home in a large space in the 
side of our house.  The home has many long branches, some of which are about three feet 
long.  Any guesses what may be doing this.  Steller's Jays have been looking for a place 
to nest near the house but I have never seen one carry a branch three feet long.  Would a 
squirrel build a dray in the side of a house?  It is not high enough up for a Great Horned 
Owl since it is only about 12 feet from the ground. 
  
Best Regards 
  
Tony Hall      
 
April 19, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
I saw a strange duck in the Galeppi Ranch pond today.  It's head was like a male Mallard 
but it had a greenish-yellow bill and no white neck ring and it's body was dark brown.  Is 
this an American Black Duck x Mallard hybrid or some domesticated type duck?  This 
pond attracts several wild fowl in addition to lots of Canada Geese.  Today there were 
some Amercian Wigeon and a pair of Ring-necked ducks.  Yesterday in addition to these 
there were some Common Goldeneyes and a Double-crested Cormorant.  The cormorant 
was standing on the edge of the dock with its feet wrapped around the edge as if it was 
about to dive in -- but it didn't.  In the trees along Clear Creek Road I saw my first 
Nashville Warbler of this season. 
  
Regards 
  
Tony Hall 
  
April 20, 2008 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
I did a little birding in American Valley last Friday, the 18th.  The most unusal bird I ran 
into was a Green Heron along Spanish Creek.  Starting at Highway 70, travel down 
stream 0.6 mile along Spanish Creek Road.  On your left you'll notice a broad bend in the 
creek and a lot of rip-rap on the streambank.  Looking back upstream, the bird was about 



200 feet upstream on the left bank in the willows next to the creek.    I'm going to attach a 
couple photos - you've got to use some imagination to see the bird.  Hopefully we'll hear 
from Colin Dillingham that he also saw the bird...he was going to float down the river 
later in the day to try and find it. 
  
While checking on the American Dippers that hang out under the Highway 70 Bridge 
where it crosses Spanish Creek, I noticed a mink working its way upstream along 
the airport side bank.  Admittedly, I was totally surprised to find a mink so close to town.  
I'll attach the one photo I managed of the mink. 
  
As Tony Hall mentioned in an earlier email, sure is nice to see the bird mix changing as 
spring advances. 
  
Good birding, 
 
Bob Battagin 
 
April 20, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
This morning Evening Grosbeaks visited for the first time this season.  They tend to be 
bullies and no other species come to the sunflower feeders when they are present.  In 
Galeppi Ranch they stay just a few weeks and then they continue their migration and 
presumably make nests higher up in the mountains.  The Black-headed Grosbeaks, in 
contrast, are not bullies and some of them stay here all summer and presumably make 
nests in the local forest.  Please let me know if I am in error in these assessments. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
April 20, 2008 
 
Thought I would share this little guy getting started for the morning right outside our 
window. 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 



 
April 21, 2008 
 
Tony and everyone, good morning! 
 
Evening grosbeaks seem to move regionally in flocks. There have been 20-40 birds 
hanging out in our neighbors' backyard aspens and around their feeders for weeks. Their 
loud, high-pitched "chree!" calls are incessant -- or seem so when they're right outside 
one's office window. 
 
Anyone wanting a good look and listen should hang out a block west of the courthouse in 
Quincy, near the corner of High Street and Buchanan Street in the 8-9 a.m. hour. The 
evening grosbeaks make a racket, so they're easy to find. 
 
Linda Blum 
 
April 21, 2008 
 
Raymond - thanks for the nice photo of the male lesser goldfinch. 
 
Henry and I were successful relocating the green heron that Bob Battagin found on 
Spanish Creek. It was much further downstream from where Bob originally found it, 
probably 1 - 1.25 miles downstream of Gansner Park. 
 
We put the canoe in at Gansner Park and floated downstream to Chandler Rd. We flushed 
the green heron about five times out in front of us in about a 250 yard stretch of Spanish 
Creek. It was about half way between Gansner and Chandler Rd in a dense thicket of 
willow and cottonwoods. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 6, 2008 
 
This afternoon Bob Battagin found a solitary sandpiper at the Quincy Sewage Ponds. 
Angie and I were able to get out there to see the bird as well. It is located in the mudflat 
habitat on the far side of the large reservoir. 
 
There were also spotted sandpiper, killdeer and least sandpiper there. 
Good diversity for American Valley shorebirds. 
 
This morning I had an unusual bird fly over my backyard - an American 
Bittern. My guess is that it is hanging out at Thompson Valley ponds, as it was flying in 
that direction. Also saw a Lazuli bunting in my yard this morning (400 First Street in East 
Quincy). 
 
Colin Dillingham 



 
April 23, 2008 
 
Barabara Bazan in Calpine reported seeing hundreds of white-faced ibises in Sierra 
Valley near Sierraville on Tuesday. 
  
I hope to enjoy the spring birding around Quincy this weekend :) 
 
David Arsenault 
 
April 28, 2008 
 
In East Quincy at Fairgrounds/Hwy 70 the Nashville Warblers were back on 
Friday, similar to return dates I have for the last two years (16th and 25th) although the 
dates aren't very accurate since I'm only there about once a week.  I also heard a Hermit 
Warbler, which I haven't heard there before.  Along Quincy Junction Road near Lee 
Road several Cassin's Vireos were calling on Saturday.  Along the North Fork of the 
Feather River between Rich Bar and Belden, the Black-throated Gray Warblers were 
quite active on Sunday. 
  
Good birding, 
  
David Arsenault 
 
April 28, 2008 
 
The Yellow Warbler that breeds in my backyard showed up right on time the 25th, the 
same exact date as the previous 2 years.  Tree Swallows are defending nest boxes, Black-
headed Grosbeak are singing till dark, Song Sparrow are all paired up – it is finally spring 
in Chester.   
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
April 28, 2008 
 
Good stuff, David and Ryan.  Welcome back migrants!  My family and I did a hike along 
the Cascade Trail near Keddie on April 13th and heard 5 or so singing Black-throated 
Gray Warblers and 1 singing Warbling Vireo near the trailhead. 
  
Cassin's Vireos, Warbling Vireos, BTGW's, Nashville Warblers, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, Black-headed Grosbeaks, and Yellow Warblers galore at the Earth Week event 
on the Heart K Ranch on Saturday (4/26)!  Lots of Bank Swallows as well. 
  
Best, 
 
Paul Hardy 



 
April 30, 2008 
 
Visiting birder Juan Caicedo from Bisbee, AZ had a great morning birding in Quincy, see 
message below: 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
 
I spent the morning at Gansner Park and the Quincy Wastewater Treatment Plant and 
saw/heard lots of activity. I started at Gansner Park (7-9am) near the baseball field and 
then followed the trail downstream that goes between the ball field and Spanish Creek. 
After the park I headed to the wastewater plant (9:30-10:30) and followed the road 
between the main pond and Spanish Creek. The first number after the species is for 
Gansner Park and the second for the wastewater plant. A very nice 52 species morning. 
Do Common Goldeneye and Golden-Crowned Sparrow seem to be a little late in leaving? 
 
White-faced Ibis --,3 
Canada Geese 8, 15+ (1 pair w/8 chicks, lots more in the marshy field past the main 
pond) 
 
Wood Duck 2, 6 
Mallard 6, 9 (lots more in the marshy field past the main pond) 
Cinnamon Teal -,1 
Ring-necked Duck -, 25 
Bufflehead -, 11 
Ruddy Duck -, 2 
Common Goldeneye -, 1 
Turkey Vulture 2, 4 
Osprey -, 1 
California Quail 5, - 
Killdeer -, 5 
Vaux&rsquo;s Swift -, 7 
Anna&rsquo;s Hummingbird 2, - 
Rufous Hummingbird -,1 
Downy Woodpecker 1, - 
Northern Flicker 2, - 
Red-Breasted Sapsucker 2, - 
Dusky Flycatcher 1, - 
Black Phoebe 1, 2 
Warbling Vireo 7 
Cassin&rsquo;s Vireo 1, 1 
American Crow 3 
Common Raven 1, 2 
Black-billed Magpie -,1 
Steller&rsquo;s Jay 2, 7 



Tree Swallow -, ~30 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow -,~20 
Violet-green Swallow -, ~25 
Cliff Swallow 2, ~20 
Mountain Chickadee 4, - 
Red-Breasted Nuthatch 1, - 
House Wren -, 2 
American Robin 12, 4 
European Starling 5, 3 
Wilson&rsquo;s Warbler 1, 1 
Macgillivary&rsquo;s Warbler 1, - 
Yellow-Rumped Warbler 7, - 
Nashville Warbler 3, - 
Black-Throated Gray Warbler 2, - 
Yellow Warbler 2, - 
Western Tanager 1, - 
Black-Headed Grosbeak 7, - 
Song Sparrow 1, 4 
Spotted Towhee 9, 3 
White-corwned Sparrow 
Golden-Crowned Sparrow 3, - 
Red-winged Blackbird --,10 
Black-Headed Cowbird 5, 4 
Lesser Goldfinch 6, 2 
Purple Finch 1, - 
 
Juan Caicedo 
Bisbee, AZ 
 
David Arsenault 
 
April 30, 2008 
 
Juan also had this to share from yesterday along Caribou Rd: 
 
I spent a great hour and a half on 4/28 (5-6:30pm) along Caribou Rd. east of Belden 
around the North Arm Campground and saw the following: 
 
2 Common Merganser 
3 Canada Geese 
1 Anna&rsquo;s Hummingbird 
1 Downy Woodpecker 
1 Warbling Vireo 
2 Cassin&rsquo;s Vireo 
1 Hutton&rsquo;s Vireo 
5 Steller&rsquo;s Jay 



15 Tree Swallow 
1 American Dipper 
7 American Robin 
1 Townsend&rsquo;s Warbler 
5 Nashville Warbler 
3 Black-Throated Gray Warbler 
2 Yellow Warbler 
1 Yellow-Breasted Chat 
2 Western Tanager 
1 Bullock&rsquo;s Oriole 
2 Song Sparrow 
3 Spotted Towhee 
6 Black-headed Grosbeak 
 
David Arsenault 
 
May 5, 2008 
 
To add a little to that….. Juan is working on PRBO’s Northern Sierra project this summer 
which includes a number of QLG related projects (black oak and aspen enhancement, 
DFPZ monitoring, etc).  Juan was a graduate of FRC in the 1990’s so in some ways he is 
what we call a recapture!  Ryan Burnett 
 
May 15, 2008 
 
Arie from Beckwourth is wondering how to keep the Steller's jays from ravaging his 
feeders.  Any suggestions? I know that thistle feeders and other small-bill-only feeders 
aren't used much by jays.  It may also help to have a jay feeding area away from other 
feeders to keep them distracted.  I'm sure some of you have a lot of experience with jays 
and feeders and I have almost none so please share your knowledge. 
  
Note that there are some new e-mail addresses on the list so please respond to this 
message for your next posting. 
  
Best, 
  
David 
 
May 15, 2008 
 
You can buy a cage sort of thing that hangs over your feeder.  The jays give up - its just 
too hard for them to reach in, but the little birds have no problem.  Works for me. 
 
I got mine at Wild Birds Unlimited and they are online, I believe. 
 
Mary Abbott 



 
May 15, 2008 
 
The advice of the ornithological world is not to feed birds during the breeding season, 
especially when squirrels, Jays, and cowbirds are around.  They are all nest predators and 
cowbirds are using all the energy they get from feeders to produce more eggs to lay in 
other birds nests.  I find feeders up in summer also attract a lot of House Sparrows which 
like to compete for my tree swallow boxes.  Carpodacus finches (siskins, goldfinches) are 
obligate granivores but the other birds are primarily foraging on insects this time of year. 
If you don’t have House Sparrow, Cowbird, or Jays at your thistle feeder then it is 
probably ok to feed goldfinches through the summer.  However, we recommend the best 
way to attract and support birds in your yard is through native plants and other bird 
friendly vegetation.  I put up my feeder in September and take it down in early April. 
 Feeding birds at your feeder is nice but watching a robin nest in your yard or a Calliope 
Hummingbird working the penstemon flowers is even more exciting.   Also, if you have 
an outdoor cat or your neighbor has one that gets in your yard it is in the birds best 
interest not to attract them to your yard, including hummingbirds.  Enjoy the warm 
weather.  I hope you all can make it up here for Collins Biodiversity Days birding around 
Lake Almanor.  The smell of willow flowers is intoxicating right now and I have been 
waking up each morning to splendid dawn chorus of birds.  Ryan Burnett 
 
May 15, 2008 
 
I'm afraid I've been a little tardy reporting out to all of you the results 
of our Big Day on May 7.  For those of you unfamiliar - a big day is one 
calendar day spent in search of as many species as possible.  Usually a 
geographic boundary is set - we used the confines of Plumas County. 
 
Bob Battagin, David Arsenault and I had a wonderful day!  Our general route 
- Meet at 2:30 am and start owling around Butterfly Valley, American Valley 
and Thompson Valley, then up Peppard Flat Rd West of American Valley.  We 
birded the forest with the dawn chorus, around American Valley then shot 
east to Little Last Chance Creek Canyon and Frenchman Reservoir Area. 
After that we enjoyed Sierra Valley, headed back through American Valley, 
to Indian Valley and finished the daylight up at Lake Almanor.  Continue 
owling around Canyon Dam and back to American Valley where we finished the 
big day at midnight. 
 
Best birds – 
Black-bellied plover, dunlin (both County birds for all three of us) 
Solitary sandpiper (David Lifer) and lark sparrow (both second county  records for me) 
Black Tern, Red-necked grebe (David lifer), Barred owl (Bob Lifer) 
 
Great duck and shorebird and larid diversity made for a grand day, and even 
going a week earlier than previous Plumas big days didn't seem to hurt the 
warblers/flycatchers.  Although we missed pac-slope flycatcher and dusky, 



we had 7 other species.  We pretty well landed all the expected warblers 
except Orange-crowned.  It rained hard from Portola and up Little Last 
Chance Creek to Frenchman. 
 
We had a golden moment on a ridge above the east side of Frenchman when the 
sun popped out and the birds jumped out from behind every bush!  Sierra 
Valley was wonderful, with loads of ducks of all sorts, the two county 
shorebirds for me, cooperative bitterns a sora and more. 
 
On the drive back to American Valley from Sierra Valley, Colin informed the 
group with his analysis of the current total, and the potential remaining 
species, that we had a good chance to beat the second place record of 135 
(we were sitting at a total of 118 species), but that beating the record of 
146 species was pretty much out of the question. 
 
Two solitary sandpipers at the Quincy Sewage Treatment Ponds were congenial 
and allowed us to study them for a long time and a nearby barn owl was 
cooperative. 
 
Indian Valley species fell into our lap in rapid succession, and we left 
there with smiles on our faces.  The first 70 minutes at Lake Almanor were 
incredibly slow, and we added only 1 species bringing our total to 128.  We 
had a nice run with white-headed woodpecker, gray flycatcher and pygmy 
nuthatch in a pine stand outside of Chester, then birded the causeway 
(slow), found a couple lark sparrows in Chester, then hiked to the mouth of 
the North Fork of the Feather River where it enters Lake Almanor. 
 
As the sun was looming low on the horizon, we broke into a new second place 
at 138 (previous second place was 135).  Then magic over the next 15 
minutes all from the mouth of the North Fork- the flock of bufflehead we'd 
been staring at for 45 minutes miraculously had 5 common goldeneyes.  A 
greater white-fronted goose was swimming right in front of us where we'd 
been scoping.  7 canvasbacks appeared out of nowhere.  A least sandpiper 
was standing 30 feet from Bob.  3 American pipits and 3 semipalmated 
plovers appeared in the short grass.  A horned grebe surfaced right where 
we'd been scoping, the lighting improved as the heat waves died down.  An 
eared grebe was found as a northern harrier flew in front of the setting 
sun.  Unbelievably we realize we just broke the record at 147!  We hike 
back to Chester, stop at a rail spot (next to the trail rails!) and finally 
get a Virginia rail just before 9 pm for 148.  Over Pizza, we realize Colin 
had missed a couple on the checklist, so with a recount we are now at 150 
species!  The next couple hours of owling are unproductive so our final 
count of 150 species is a new Plumas County Record. 
 
I've attached our list of species (2 pages) as well as a data dump from my 



birding database (21 pages) that includes details of where each species was 
sighted (it includes more than one record for some species). 
 
(See attached file: Plumas_BigDay_20080507.doc)(See attached file: 
bigday_Plumas_wDetails_20080507.doc) 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 16, 2008 
 
Coming back from Sierraville on A23 towards Portola tonight, we saw some turkeys in 
an area where turkeys have not really been observed much according to locals, including 
one Audubon member, and we saw some turkes cross the road into the woods way ahead 
of us.  Almost all the turkeys make it into the sage in the pine but the last one crossed a 
bit more slowly so we got right up on it and it was a totally white turkey.  I could not get 
a good look at eyes but could not detect any red showing that it might be an albino.  My 
first thought that it was like the white tigers, not an albino, but instead a bird with 
mutation in genes for color.  It was located about 1/2 mile north of the Sierra County line 
into Plumas County.  I take it if he has lived this long, he will be around that area for 
awhile if anyone wants to go check and see if they can find it also.  Neat viewing this bird 
this evening.  I have a freind who had seen a whitish multicolored wild turkey but have 
never head of complete white one.  Has anyone else seen an ALL white turkey in the 
wild? 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
May 19, 2008 
 
Hi birders, 
  
I participated in a highly successful birding tour of Indian Valley led by David Arsenault 
last Saturday.  We saw lots of birds and the weather was beautiful.  A high point for me 
was seeing, for the first time, an Ash-throated Flycatcher that was brought in close by 
David using a Stokes CD.  In the afternoon we went to Genesee Valley where Bob 
Beckwith led us in building lots of bird boxes.  If you want information on the boxes we 
built and birds we saw contact David.  When I got home I immediately installed four bird 
boxes because even though the nesting season is advanced I was hoping to get lucky. 
  
On Sunday I went on another highly successful birding tour, this time to Lake Almanor.  
This one was led by Colin Dillingham and while driving there he showed me a good 
birding site in the willows on the right side of the road just before the right hand turn off 
to Taylorsville.  We saw a fine Yellow-breasted Chat at this site. 
  
After I returned home I was working in the front yard when I heard some excited 
twitterings.  Two Tree Swallows were swooping low between the Ponderosa Pines 
checking out two of the bird boxes I had installed on them.  These boxes were designed 



to fit either Tree Swallows or Western Bluebirds and have a 1 1/2 inch diameter hole and 
a 6 x 6 inch floor plan.  After about an hour the swallows chose one of the boxes and 
have frequently visited it since.  Sometimes the female sits inside looking out and 
sometimes she sits outside looking in while the male perches nearby.  The amazing thing 
to me is that the Tree Swallows found these boxes within 20 hours of me installing them 
and I had not seen swallows previously in this patch of Ponderosa Pine forest.  At the 
back of the house I have installed two boxes on Douglas Fir trees.  These boxes 
are suitable for either Chickadees or Nuthatches and have a 1 1/8 inch hole and a 3 1/2 x 
5 inch floor plan.  As of yet there have been no visitors to them but I might catch some 
Mountain Chickadees that want to rear a second set of young ones.  Colin told me that 
Chickadees like to use another nesting site for their second brood. 
  
Regards 
  
Tony Hall 
 
June 3, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
The Sierra Institute is offering a tour on June 28 called Habitat for Birds and Humanity.  
Ryan Burnett of the Point Reyes Bird Observatory will guide the tour and talk about birds 
and critical habitat in the Almanor Basin. The tour begins at a mist net station near 
Chester where participants will see wild birds up close and learn the names and markings 
of some species found in the Basin. Ryan will discuss some of the major threats to habitat 
in the Basin, including implications for land management. The tour starts around 8:30 am 
and ends around 3:30 pm. Morning coffee/tea and pastries, lunch, snacks and bus 
transportation are provided. The tour cost is $45. Some moderate hiking is involved. 
 
Contact Jennifer Kaufmann at 530-284-1022 for information. 
  
Please note that there are new e-mail addresses on the list so please respond to this 
message for your next posting. 
  
Best, 
  
David Arsenault 
 
June 8, 2008 
 
Thought the group might get a kick out of seeing these pictures.  My wife took them 
while on field trip with her 8th grade class on Friday.  They are so cute and this one did 
not mind that she was so close.  Enjoy bird lovers. 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 



June 8, 2008 
 
Based on my observations it is no coincidence that this Pygmy Nuthatch (Peanut) is on a 
Jeffrey Pine.  On the Lassen and Plumas they appeared tied exclusively to Jeffrey Pine 
dominated habitat.  Nice pictures.   
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
June 9, 2008 
 
Yesterday Harry & I saw juniper titmice, mountain bluebirds, and blue-gray 
gnatcatchers!!!  In Canyonlands and Dead Horse Point State Park, Utah. 
 
For once I can contribute something to this list... 
 
Linda Blum 
 
June 11, 2008 
 
Hello all, 
  
Since moving (for the summer) to Clio on May 18th we've been able to add 3 new birds 
to our life list: Redhead duck(sighted at Marble HS Rd; Cassin's Finch (near Beckwourth) 
and the Ash-throated Flycatcher(Clio's River Edge RVP).  The Species List of 5/7/08 has 
been great help, we use it regularly when out and about. Thanks again. 
  
We have a pygmy nuthatch nesting in a fence post just out our door, and a killdeer 
nesting about 30 yards away with 4 eggs in the middle of her pebble nest, and there is a 
solitary Sandhill Crane in attendance too.  Other than that it's all the "usual suspects" for 
us. 
  
I do have a (stupid?) question, On the species list, what does the notation "cpd" stand 
for?  I haven't been able to figure it out. 
  
Mary & Bob Wilcox   
 
June 11, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
Last Saturday, Gregorio and I birded Spanish Creek from Highway 70 to past the sewage 
ponds and then up Clear Stream.  We saw 45 species most notably 2 Bullock's Orioles 
along Spanish Creek, lots of warblers including orange-crowned, black-throated gray, 
Wilson's, yellow, Macgillivray's, Nashville, and yellow-rumped, and also lots of 
swallows including bank, barn, northern rough-winged, cliff and tree.  There were a 
number of wood ducks that bred in the boxes along Clear Stream.  We had a great 



observation of a young wood duck that dove when we approached and swam under only 
about 6 inches of water for about 50 feet down the stream with its neck stretched strait 
out in front of it and its body flattened.  We also saw mating adults and tadpole western 
toad, adult bullfrog, tadpole western tree frog, racer, and western pond turtle. 
  
On Sunday, we birded Sulphur and Barry Creeks along Highway 89 near Clio where we 
also had a lot of warblers including orange-crowned, yellow-rumped, wilson's, 
Macgillivray's, yellow, Nashville, and hermit as well as high numbers of flycatchers 
including dusky, Hammond's, western wood-pewee, and pacific-slope.  Near Clio, we 
watched a sandhill crane repeated attacked by red-winged blackbirds and the crane acted 
as if nothing was happening.  Sometimes, the blackbirds would even land on its back.  It 
must have been foraging near their nest! 
  
 Thanks Mary and Bob for the heads up on the ash-throat near Clio, I'll check that out 
next time I'm over there. 
  
Please respond to this e-mail for your next posting since some recent messages are 
missing some folks on the list. 
  
Best, 
  
David Arsenault 
 
June 11, 2008 
 
On Monday on Lake Almanor 100 meters from the causeway (south) there was a 
Common Goldeneye female with a very strange looking duck that most closely 
resembled a male Hooded Merganser.  We suspect it was a Hooded MerganserXCommon 
Goldeney hyrbird hence the hanging out and associated with the goldeneye.  Either way 
both species are extremely uncommon in June up here.  Our hearts jumped a beat as the 
thought of a Smew crossed our mind but definitely more of a Hooded Merganser look 
just some more white and missing the chestnut sides.  I may try and get out and have 
another look for it again tomorrow.  Also, one of my crew members saw a White-tailed 
Kite in the Pine Creek Valley in Lassen county north of Hwy. 44 towards Martin Creek.   
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
June 12, 2008 
 
Thanks for the good stuff, David and Ryan!  While hiking with the kids on Sunday (6/8) 
along the new bike path on the north side of Spanish Creek, between HWY 70/89 and 
Feather River College, I heard a Yellow-breasted Chat singing away!  To be precise, it 
was located about 20 yards west of the last trailer in the River Ranch RV Park between 
the bike path and Spanish Creek.   
 
Best,  



 
Paul Hardy 
 
June 13, 2008 
 
Here are a few photos we managed to get of the local pygmy nuthatch and killdeer at 
their nests. Enjoy. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Mary & Bob Wilcox 
 



June 15, 2008 
 
An interestingly colored Stellar's Jay we spotted yesterday. An immature or hybrid? 
 

 
 
Mary & Bob Wilcox 
 
June 18, 2008 
 
This morning I saw a Green Heron along Boyle Creek where it crosses the 
Bike path in Quincy.  This is essentially behind the US Forest Service 
Ranger Station.  That is only the second one I've ever seen in Plumas 
County!  Colin. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
June 18, 2008 
 
Greetings Colin, 
  
Somewhere are my notes about a Green Heron I saw on the opposite shoreline of the 
Middle Fork of Feather River in Portola. It was opposite the Sleepy Pines Motel.  
Probably early summer, ca. 1998 ) or thereabouts).  I'll see if the notes are retrievable. 
It also is the only one I've seen in PLU Co. 
  
Thanks for the notes!  Happy Birding, 
  
Phil E. Gordon 
Blairsden, PLU Co./Hayward, ALA Co. 
  
P.S. We'll (Pat and I) be at Yuba Pass/Sierra Valley et environs these next two weekends 
and in Plumas County until 10 July. 
 
June 30, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
  



The birding tour led by Ryan Burnett was enjoyable, very informative and well attended.  
I met David Lind on the tour and he would like to be put on our birding lists so that he 
can hear about any new birds that we see and other useful information such as Mountain 
Quail, Plumas Audubon Society news.  His email is davelind@frontiernet.net. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
July 3, 2008 
 
We have had a horde of band-tailed pigeons around lately.  Today we had a rare one 
show up  It is mottled with white feathers here and there on its back.  It was a nice bird to 
watch and he was not quite as aggressive as the others. 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
July 7, 2008 
 
This little guy is very differently colored but may change after his first molt.  But, it is the 
first time I have ever seen a dove with this much brown.  Enjoy 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
July 12, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
This morning I saw a Summer Tanager out of my den window in Galeppi Ranch, Quincy 
at 8:45 am.  This is a new bird sighting for Plumas County.   I called David Arsenault and 



he came over.  We didn't see it near the house so we walked to a nearby riparian 
area.  We relocated the bird in this area at 11:20 am and David got a clear view of it.  It 
had the appearance of being either a lighter red second year male or a redder female.  The 
bird is moving around so it may be hard to locate. 
  
The riparian area can be accessed from the end of Carol Lane East.  Park at the end of 
Carol Lane East, go through the gate and walk towards Clear Creek Road.  Call me for 
further directions. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
July 13, 2008 
 
Tony and I spent the morning trying to relocate the tanager today, but 
didn't have any luck.  We watched the grape jelly slowly disappear out of 
his den window as black-headed grosbeaks and a male bullock's oriole 
enjoyed the sweet snack.  We put out a couple orange halves, but nobody 
seemed very interested. 
 
We birded around the riparian zone between Clear Creek Rd, Carol Lane East 
and Carol Lane West, which is a very large area, and a tanager could easily 
hide out.  It will certainly be worth a few more visits to try to excavate 
this hard-to-relocate bird in this immense willow marsh.  It was a very 
enjoyable morning, with about 30 species seen, including bullock's oriole, 
yellow warbler, orange-crowned warbler, red-breasted sapsucker, pygmy and 
red-breasted nuthatches, bewick's and house wren, wood duck, calif quail, 
band-tailed pigeon, anna's and rufous hummingbird, lots of western 
wood-pewee, and even a double-crested cormorant on Shea Pond at the end of 
Clear Creek Rd. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
July 14, 2008 
 
Hi Dave, 
  
The CD I use for bird songs is Stokes Field Guide to Bird Songs Western Region which 
has 4 CDs and a 60 page booklet.  I have copied this message to the birders list so that 
others may advise you on CDs, DVDs and equipment that cover not only songs but also 
give photos of birds and is portable.  There also are internet sites that give pictures and 
songs such as the Cornell Ornithology site.  My favorite local field guide book is the 
Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Western North America but when I am travelling I also 
carry the National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North America because it 
covers everything (?) I might see and also is small enough for a large back pocket. 
  
Regards 



  
Tony Hall 
 
July 14, 2008 
 
Plumas County Bird enthusiasts, There are two opportunities in the next week to view 
bird banding.  PRBO is co-hosting with the Almanor Ranger District a bird banding 
demonstration at Gurnsey Creek this Wednesday (7/16).  All those interested should meet 
at the Almanor Ranger District at 0800 to carpool/caravan out to the site.   
 
Also, this coming Sunday (7/20) we will be co-hosting another banding day with Lassen 
National Park at Manzanita Lake between 0800 – 1030.  To participate in the park 
banding day you meet up with the park ranger at the Manzanita Lake trailhead and he 
brings groups out to the site every 30 minutes (you can also just walk out around the lake 
and you will run into us).   
 
We will discuss songbird natural history, identification, habitat management, and the 
importance of long-term monitoring.  All ages are encouraged so please join us this week. 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
July 23, 2008 
 
I've seen our local green heron twice in the past two days.  The heron 
seems to have found a favorite roost at the corner of Quincy Junction Rd 
and Hwy 70.  I saw it go into the cottonwood tree on the high school front 
lawn area, and landed about 30 feet high, adjacent to the two Giant Sequoia 
trees.  The cottonwood is the tree nearest the sidewalk push button for the 
traffic light.  I saw it land there at 12:15 today, and saw if flying from 
that grove of trees towards Boyle Creek near the bike path yesterday.  When 
I saw the bird a few weeks ago flying to Boyle Creek over the bike path, it 
was flying from the same general vicinity. 
 
If you still need the Green Heron for your Plumas County bird list, it 
might be worth a visit. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
July 23, 2008 
 
I saw my first White-tailed Kite in the Almanor Basin "kiting" over the meadow on the 
Almanor lakeshore.  It was in the open grassy part of the meadow in the polygon formed 
by the feather river, railroad track, lakeshore, and hwy. 36.  The western grebes were 
dancing this week as well so they should start nesting on the lake any day now.  Ryan. 
 
Ryan Burnett 



 
July 24, 2008 
 
We saw our first mountain quail a couple of days ago at Upper Sardine Lk (yes I 
know...that's Sierra County, but still...).  And a couple of Lesser Nighthawks showed up 
in Clio last night.  We've seen them before here, about a month ago. Having observed and 
heard the common Nighthawks at Wallace Island, BC CAN, the difference is readily 
noticed.  Western Tanagers are frequenting the middle fork of the Feather River here too, 
as well as Upper Sardine Lake.  Boy, it's nice to be able to get out again with the air 
clearing. 
 
Mary Wilcox 
 
July 28, 2008 
 
I made it up to Lake Almanor on Friday, July 25, and walked from Chester 
down to the mouth of the North Fork Feather River at Lake Almanor.   I saw 
the White-tailed Kite (Thanks Ryan - a new county bird for me) as well as 
two Marbled Godwits at the mouth.  The godwits were also new for me in 
Plumas County.  Two great birds, #254 and #255 for me on my Plumas County 
list! 
 
Perhaps most exciting were the western grebes.  At the mouth of the North 
Fork Feather River, there were 40 nests under construction and the grebes 
were very interesting to watch - especially their water dancing displays. 
On the NW shore of Lake Almanor, there were over 1000 grebes and I counted 
234 nests that were visible.  I also saw several pairs building "nests" 
that weren't even visible yet above the water, but I could tell that they 
were mounding vegetation.  I wouldn't be surprised to see much larger 
numbers of nests in the next couple weeks.  I hope the water level doesn't 
drop to quickly, or the coyotes will be enjoying many grebe omelettes. 
Many of the nests are very close to shore. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
July 28, 2008 
 
Darrel and I just returned from a great 6-day backpack trip in the high 
country of the Ansel Adams Wilderness (adjacent to Yosemite National 
Park to the east).  We spooked a juvenile golden eagle from a high 
perch, saw (and heard) lots of Clarks Nutcrackers, enjoyed abundant 
Mountain Chickadees, Dark-eyed Juncos, and Grey-Crowned Rosy Finches, 
and saw several Mountain Bluebirds and Rock Wrens.  We got very close to 
a pair of White-tailed Ptarmigan (see attached) that had 3 adorable 
little chicks.  Two surprising sightings were a California Seagull who 
spent the days with us a Marie Lake (11,300 feet)--probably visiting 



from Mono Lake (see attached--a little blurry but cool), and a 
Red-winged Blackbird that we came upon as we hiked up toward the 12,023' 
peak we were climbing.  It was fun to get up high and see what's hanging 
out there now. 
 
Darla DeRuiter 
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Plumas Birds e-mail list postings August through December 2008 
 
August 4, 2008 
 
Jim Battagin reported that Mary Lou found a juvenile green heron this 
morning near the courthouse in Quincy.  This may be the young of the 
bird(s) Colin has reported by the high school and the bike path.  Jim and 
Paul are trying to locate the adults so the juvenile can be released near 
them.  Any updates Paul?  Maybe help is needed in locating the adults? 
 
On another note, Darrel, Darla, and I hiked the Bucks Summit loop last 
Tuesday, which starts near Bucks Summit and goes down towards Bucks Lake 
and back along the other side of Bucks Creek.  It's a really nice trail and 
there were lots of wildflowers.  The birding was excellent with numerous 
warblers including Nashville, yellow, orange-crowned, and yellow-rumped as 
well as several Lazuli buntings.  A Cooper's hawk was scouting the bird 
action as well.  We also saw a juvenile chipping sparrow, which looked a 
lot like a Brewer's sparrow! 
 
Also, I have archived the January through July postings on the Plumas 
Audubon web page: 
 
http://www.aviancenter.com/Plumas_Audubon.htm 
 
Thanks to everyone for posting your bird sightings to the list, it's been 
very exciting.  The six-month Jan through July archive is 22 pages long 
with over 50 postings! 
 
Happy birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
August 12, 2008 
 
A couple birds not normally in American Valley during the breeding season 
are showing up.  I saw red-shouldered hawk, american kestrel and marsh wren 
in areas along Quincy Junction Rd this morning.  Birds are on the move! 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
August 12, 2008 
 
I had a juvenile Golden Eagle fly over the house yesterday.  Came from the east and was 
heading west.  Only the 2nd GOEA I have seen in the Almanor Basin the last one was on 
the X-mas bird count last December.  It prompted me to update my yard list for the year 
which now stands after 3 years at 126 species. I added a Black-crowned Night Heron last 
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week.  I think they are breeding around the lake as I have now seen them in small 
numbers from spring through fall here.   
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
August 18, 2008 
 
I know these species are old news after all the recent postings, but two were Plumas 
County birds for me and Gregorio Sauceda: two juvenile White-tailed Kites in Humbug 
Valley last Thursday and a Green Heron along Spanish Creek last Friday.  I've been 
looking for a Green Heron in American Valley all summer so that was a really nice 
sighting,  It even kept flushing time after time as we were walking downstream.  We also 
saw a Red-shouldered Hawk in Humbug as well as along Spanish Creek near the sewage 
ponds.  All of the kites and hawks were juveniles. 
  
David Arsenault 
 
August 18, 2008 
 
I walked along the NW shore of Lake Almanor near where I saw the western 
grebes nesting a couple weeks ago.  It appears that the Lake level has come 
up and there were well over 100 grebe eggs (in just a few hundred feet) 
that apparently had floated to shore and were eaten by scavengers.  A few 
had just broken on the rocky shore and the contents had leaked out. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
August 19, 2008 
 
Colin et al., I just got back from taking Diana Humple, PRBO biologist studying western 
grebes for here masters, on a tour of the lakeshore and noticed the main colony that I 
counted over 300 nests in 3 weeks ago has only about 80 or 90 nests with Grebes 
incubating.  A number of the birds on nests and some swimming in the colony had 
bulging backs which means they are packing recently fledged chicks.  Based on 
chronology of their incubation most of those nests should be hatching now.  So many of 
the nests that are now grebeless may have fledged young already.  The water level is 
rapidly dropping right now as it does every August right in the middle of the grebe 
nesting season.  I counted 80+ nests that are now on dry ground and that were likely 
abandoned.  I also observed California gulls coursing over the colony and one 
successfully stole an egg from a brooding bird that was flushed off when a bald eagle 
flew over the colony and flushed all the coots and ducks sitting around therein.  My guess 
is that most of those eggs you saw were from the nests abandoned near shore or some that 
may have been washed out of the windward side of the colony with the high winds we 
had yesterday.  And maybe a few were from Gulls poaching.  A major issue for the 
Almanor Western Grebes (2nd or 3rd largest colony in the state) is the dropping water 
levels in August.  If the water level was held steady until the end of August the problem 
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would be significantly ameliorated. I did notice this weekend another 75 or so nests up 
near the North Shore Campground were being built so some of those that abandoned may 
have moved to the new location (it is in 6 feet of water) and are trying again.  I can't 
remember ever seeing as many Western Grebes on the lake as I did today.  Over 1000 
birds.  Diana Humple who is studying western grebe genetics on NE California lakes for 
here masters will be up in September catching grebes for her study and we should get a 
pretty good idea of how many young were produced.  Even with the failure there are still 
likely to be 200 - 500 young grebes produced on Almanor this year, but with steady water 
levels that number could be double. 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
August 19, 2008 
 
I don't think I correctly interpreted the "change" in lake level yesterday. 
I was at a different spot along the lake shore yesterday, than I was a 
couple weeks ago.  I retract what I emailed yesterday about the lake level 
rising.  I also don't think the nesting failure was as extreme as I thought 
yesterday.  I only saw about 8 - 10 broken eggs along the shore in the 
northern part of this colony today. 
 
When I returned today to the same site I was at a couple weeks ago (Feather 
River bypass channel at confluence with Lake Almanor), there didn't appear 
to be much change in the lake level, except perhaps a few inches shallower, 
and the lake level certainly did not come up.  When I looked at the nests 
today with binoculars (yesterday I was without binoculars) I could see that 
many of the nests were still active.  I agree with Ryan that the eggs on 
shore could easily have been washed out of the nests by wave action (likely 
from wind as Ryan suggests, but also possibly by boat wakes?) 
 
Ryan and I have been looking at different colonies today.  Ryan was looking 
at the colony closer to the mouth of the North Fork Feather River accessed 
from Chester.  I have been looking at the colony along Hwy 89, about 1 mile 
south of Hwy 36.  My descriptions are regarding this colony which starts at 
the Feather River bypass and goes south to Almanor West. 
 
I needed a spotting scope to get a relatively accurate nest count, so I 
didn't try.  If I was pressured to guess, I would estimate between 500 and 
1000 grebes in the Almanor West colony, with perhaps 300 - 500 nests. 
Although some of the nests furthest out from shore didn't have grebes, most 
of the nests closest to shore had grebes with eggs on them.  That would 
indicate that wave action may have caused the abandonment of nests that 
were closest to open water. 
 
This is a phenomenal colony and I have only witnessed this once before in 
Plumas County.  I highly recommend that folks get out and enjoy the grebes. 
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Keep your distance so that you don't cause any nest abandonment!  If you 
do get out, try to get as accurate a count as you can and keep good notes 
on what part of the lake you counted your grebes. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
August 20, 2008 
 
So PG&E's operation of Almanor water levels is resulting in an annual take of migratory 
birds...hm, isn't there a law against that? Oh, yeah: the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. It's the 
same wildlife law that causes CalTrans to time bridge work so as not to interfere with 
swallow nesting.  Because you have documented the situation so well, maybe someone 
should talk with PG&E about lake level manipulations. 
 
Linda Blum 
 
August 20, 2008 
 
This morning I had what appears to be an immature male Costa's hummingbird 
coming to my feeders, 400 First Street, in East Quincy, Plumas County.  The 
bird is best observed from the upstairs bedroom, but you can also see the 
feeders from the back yard. 
 
Call my house and make an appointment with my son Henry if you are 
interested in trying to see the bird today (283-1133).  I'll be up looking 
at the birds tomorrow morning about 5:45 AM, so feel free to make an 
appointment for early AM before I head to work tomorrow as well.  Also saw 
1 calliope, about 10 anna's and 50 rufous hummingbirds at the feeders this 
morning (up to 25 simultaneously at dawn). 
 
I have several other photos as well, but don't want to overload those with 
dial up servers.  Reply if you want additional photos.  The bird in the 
lower left is an immature rufous hummingbird, and is coming to a feeder in 
the background, so is a bit further away.  This bird was essentially 
identical in size to the rufous hummingbirds coming in to the feeders, and 
noticeably smaller than the anna's. 
 
Why I think this is a Costa's – 
 
The few gorget feathers starting to come in are distinctly purple 
(admittedly, feather color doesn't show up well in these photos, but better 
in the "gorget" photo) and there aren't any rufous colored feathers.  That 
pretty much rules out everything except black-chinned, Costa's and Lucifer. 
 
The bill is short and straight, just a little shorter than the head length. 
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A black-chinned hummer would have a bill longer than the head and a Lucifer 
would have a decurved bill. 
 
Also good for Costa's - the pale supercilium completely outlines the dark 
auriculars.  This is a good character for female Costa's versus female 
black-chinned, and I think it holds up for males, but I'm not certain on 
this ID character. 
 
The body is washed with a grayish color - black-chins in my experience 
don't show a grayish wash to the extent shown in this bird. 
 
I'd love to hear back from anybody that has comments on the identification. 
 
Fix - could you forward to Tietz and see if he has any comments on the ID. 
I seem to have lost his email address.  Thanks, 
 
Colin Dillingham 
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November 14, 2008 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
I cruised around American and Thompson Valleys yesterday for a quick afternoon raptor 
fix and definitely got my fill.  I saw 8 species along Chandler, Quincy Junction, and La 
Porte Roads and the sewage ponds: 
 
Red-shouldered Hawk (2),  
Ferruginous Hawk (3),  
Rough-legged Hawk (4),  
Red-tailed Hawk (10),  
Prairie Falcon (1),  
Northern Harrier (1),  
Barn Owl (1), 
Golden Eagle (1). 
 
Two of the Red-tails in Thompson Valley were dark morphs. 
 
Bob Battagin was also prowling the valley and he saw American Kestrel as well. 
 
Sierra Valley is probably the best place in Plumas Co. to see a large number and diversity 
of raptors.  Colin Dillingham has scheduled the Sierra Valley CBC for Wed. Dec. 17.  
Contact Colin if you are interested in participating (cdillingham@fs.fed.us, 283-1133). 
 
In Chester, Ryan Burnett has seen some great birds lately: "there was a lost and very late 
young American Redstart in my yard Monday, Northern Shrike out at the mouth of the 
river, and at least 1 Rough-legged Hawk on the meadow with the usual Red-shouldered 
and tailed around as well." 
 
Best, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
November 24, 2008 
 
Hi All, The Almanor Christmas Bird Count will be held on Sunday December 14 this 
year.  We will meet at the Holiday parking lot in Chester at 0800 and finish with an 
optional no-host tally dinner at the Knotbumper (across the street from Holiday market) 
at 5pm.  Birders of all levels are encouraged to participate.  There is a requested 5 dollar 
donation to the National Audubon Society from all participants. Hope to see many of you 
on December 14th.   
 
Ryan Burnett 
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December 1, 2008 
 
Greetings Birders! 
 
I would like to invite you to participate in the first annual (unofficial) American Valley 
Christmas Bird Count!  Thanks to the efforts of the ineffable Darrel Jury, we will be 
counting birds in a Count Circle centered in Quincy on Saturday, December 20th.  Meet at 
the Quincy Post Office at 8am with your binoculars ready.  Because the idea emerged 
after Audubon’s deadline for submitting a new count application, this year will be a 
warm-up where we can work out any glitches.  We’ll apply to be official next year. 
 
Don’t neglect our other local counts; there are so many important places to bird around 
here!  
 
We can meet afterwards (4pm?) at the Alley Cat / Wine Bar for a cup of hot tea or a cold 
beer if anyone is interested.  Spread the word! 
 
For the birds, 
 
Darla DeRuiter 
 
December 5, 2008 
 
For those of you interested, the Sierra Valley Christmas Bird Count will be Wednesday, 
December 17.  
 
Please let me know if you plan to attend, so I can get a good head count and determine 
how to divide up the count circle.  
 
We will be meeting at 6:00 AM for breakfast at Dee's Station Cafe (in Portola, cross 
Feather River on Gulling St to get to old town).  The restaurant is at 270 Commercial St.  
 
My home phone is 530-283-1133.  
 
As always, there is a $5 participation donation to cover Audubon Society's expenses.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 



Plumas Birds archive 
January - April 2009 
 
January 5, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Here's a posting regarding an albino red-tail near Sloat.  It has apparently been around for 
the last few years.  Sounds like a beautiful bird! 
 
Date: Thu, 1 Jan 2009 23:07:59 -0800 
From: Harrison <h.karr...> 
Subject: [SierraNevadaBirds] Albinistic buteo near Quincy  
 
This afternoon, driving near the town of Sloat, south of Quincy, I saw  
an all-white raptor that I think was an albinistic red-tail. I am a  
new subscriber to this list and am wondering if this bird is known to  
area birders. I stopped at the corner of Sloat Rd and April Lane and  
looked south across the fields. The bird was pretty obvious atop  
conifers, but distant. The only visible color other than a yellow  
cere was a small amount of black at the base of the primaries. Any  
info on this bird? 
 
Harrison Karr 
San Rafael, CA 
 
January 9,2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
The Plumas Birds postings for August through December 2008 have now been archived 
at: 
 
http://www.aviancenter.com/Plumas_Audubon.htm 
 
All of the Plumas Birds postings for the last two years are now archived there. 
Thanks to everyone for all of your great observations! 
 
Here's some other news: 
If you've been to the Plumas Audubon web page before, you'll notice some new 
additions.  For one, we now have the Mountain Quail, Plumas Audubon's newsletter, 
available electronically on the web page.  Thanks to the newsletter editor Harry Reeves 
for making that happen!   
 
The web page lists all of Plumas Audubon's board members and chair people include our 
new education chair people Jerry and Terry Williams of Portola.  We look forward to 



working with them on our education program, which includes bringing Audubon 
Adventure kits into elementary school classrooms.  Donations to buy more kits are 
always graciously accepted. 
 
Finally, we are trying to fill the position of web master, which I am currently serving as 
in my limited technological capacity.  If anyone with the time and skills to do this is 
interested, please let me know.  We would like to create an independent website for 
Plumas Audubon at www.plumasaudubon.org (the web page currently resides at 
www.aviancenter.com out of convenience).  I have intended to create this website myself, 
but with my limited time and basic skills, this has not yet happened.  Your help would be 
greatly appreciated! 
 
I hope the New Year is treating everyone well! 
 
David Arsenault 
 
January 20, 2009 
 
Thought some of you would like to see or hear about the Henslow's Sparrow (if you have 
not already) recently found in Oregon.  Wow, this is not a bird of the West, especially 
this far west. 
  
Visit the web page below for photos.  The "Ground" photos are more diagnostic of the 
species, but the first set is the same bird (even though some photos appear to be a 
Lincoln's Sparrow). 
  
I've added a second page, with 11 photos of the bird on the ground in shadow: 
http://web.me.com/olschmidt/HESP/Index.html 
 
oschmidt@att.net 
Monday, January 19, 2009 
  
Dennis Vroman 
Grants Pass, OR 
(who has not seen the actual bird) 
 
I should mention that a debate is underway on this bird; Lincoln's or Henslow's.  The 
final verdict is not in yet. 
 
Should have mentioned, to me, the bird photographed appears to be a Lincoln's and many 
others OR birders feel this way as well.  After reviewing photos of Henslow's taken 
in their native range, the bird in the OR photos just don't seem to fit this species.  
Comments?    
  



January 21, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
I went for a stroll around the sewage ponds this afternoon and saw some ducks (imagine 
that!) including: 
 
Barrow's Goldeneye: 1 male and 1 female 
Common Goldeneye: 19 
Lesser Scaup: 2 
Ruddy Duck: 4 
Bufflehead: 21 
Ring-necked Duck: 121 
 
There were also a few red-tailed and red-shouldered hawks, ruby-crowned kinglet, black 
phoebe, golden-crowned sparrow, and other typicals. 
 
The air quality in American Valley was about a 2 (out of 10)! 
 
I hope your year lists are adding up for 2009. 
 
David Arsenault 
 
January 21, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
I see David Arsenault and I both spent some time at the QCSD sewer ponds today.  Here 
is my report, which, as is to be expected, is mostly the same and slightly different than 
David's:  I found eight duck species including 3 Barrow's Goldeneyes, 1 Lesser Scaup, 1 
Greater Scaup, and 2 Wood Ducks.  I was hoping to find more Wood Ducks since this is 
one of their favorite spots in American Valley.  As David mentioned, there was no dearth 
of Ring-necked Ducks - my count was 140.   Other passerines besides the ones David 
reported were three woodpecker species: Hairy, Downy, and Northern Flicker. 
  
Also of note were 21 Hooded Mergansers on the stock pond in Thompson Valley.  If you 
want to see a Hooded Merganser, that pond has always been the place to find them. 
  
Good birding 
Bob Battagin 
 



January 22, 2009 
 
Waterfowl are one of the benefits of winter, aren't they?  That was a lot of smoke for 
January, and I imagine the sewage ponds, in a low point of the valley, were particularly 
socked in.    
 
I inquired about the smoke and here's what I learned:  The air quality board gave our 
local area a permissible burn day based on the predicted weather forcast.  Many people 
burned their piles, but an unforseen inversion developed and the smoke just sat in the 
valley bottom instead of blowing away.  The Forest Service burned piles of brush on 
about 15 acres of the Corridor fuel break project (bordering Hwy 70 on the hill above 
Grey's Nursery).  Those piles had been covered, so they were fairly dry and burned 
thoroughly - it'll be good to have that dead fuel gone come next summer's wildfire 
season!  Many private landowners burned their piles too, especially along Chandler Road. 
 There may have been more burning, but that's what I'm aware of.  Last we'd heard, no 
one had reported problems or filed complaints with the air quality board.    
 
ANGELA L. DILLINGHAM 
 
January 23, 2009 
 
Hi Birders,  
   
David Arsenault and I did some more birding together in American Valley yesterday 
afternoon.  Despite a light drizzle, there were a few birds out.  The most exciting was a 
Merlin high on a treetop on the Shea Ranch, visible from the Chandler Road/Quincy 
Junction intersection.  Also sighted were several Red-tailed Hawks and a Rough-legged 
Hawk.  Earlier in the day, my brother, Jim, and I also had a Red-shouldered Hawk and 
Bald Eagle while birding around Quincy.  Jim was asking me if more Red-shouldered 
Hawks are around these days.  Looking at my records for American Valley back to 1998, 
I only had two sightings prior to 2006 and since then they have been observed regularly. 
 I've heard others mention that they've noticed that Red-shoulders seem to adapt fairly 
well to human impacts in rural areas.  
   
Good birding,  
Bob Battagin 
 
January 23, 2009 
 
That is interesting to hear about the Red-shouldered Hawks.  They only occur around 
Chester from August – March and both young and adults.  So I assume they disperse up 
here from lower elevation (oak woodland) breeding areas.  Are they around Quincy year 
round?  Is anyone aware of nesting records around here? 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 



January 26, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Not everyone received the last few messages from Ryan and Bob so they are included 
below.   
 
Regarding red-shouldered hawks- last summer there was at least one around all summer 
in Quincy and it may have bred in American Valley.  I never saw them here in the 
summer before last year.  The species is increasing in abundance and expanding it's range 
throughout its western distribution and now regularly winters as far north as Washington 
and east into the Great Basin.  One likely reason for their success is their adaptability to 
urban environments.  In Chico, they breed right in town foraging next to busy roads, even 
in construction areas where they prey on fleeing lizards.  One of the red-shoulders on the 
FRC campus in Quincy likes foraging around a parking lot and often perches on 
construction equipment parked there. 
 
On another note, you may have noticed that evening grosbeaks are nearly absent from 
American Valley this winter, but in most winters they are quite abundant here.  This 
winter, I have been seeing large flocks at Bucks Summit, along with pine siskins, and I 
presume that a good cone crop has allowed them to stay up high in the forests this winter. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
January 26, 2009 
 
Red-shouldered Hawks are undoubtably more common in the past 2-4 years than they 
were the first 4 years I lived in Plumas County.  They do overwinter in American Valley 
and Sierraville Area.  I've never found them breeding, but I have heard them making 
territorial calls throughout the spring in American Valley, so they do likely breed, but 
we've just never found a nest.  
 
My son Henry and I found a eurasian wigeon at Lake Almanor on Saturday, Jan 24.  It 
was along Hwy 89 on the west shore of Almanor, about 1 mile North of "Almanor West" 
turnoff.  We parked along the side of Hwy 89 and hiked through the snow to the shoreline 
and saw it with 6 american wigeon as well as a few other ducks (mallards, canvasback, 
common goldeneye, common merganser, bufflehead) and tundra swans.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 



March 8, 2009 
 
There is a small island on the Shea Farm pond next to the Galeppi Ranch. This island has 
many Canada Geese, it is a favored breeding area. As I was walking by this afternoon 
there was considerable commotion by the geese. I looked across and saw an eagle landing 
on a pine tree on the island. I couldn't see it well because it was on the far side of the 
tree.  It stayed there while I moved closer and saw that it is a juvenile Bald Eagle.  The 
geese didn't seem to care other than scolding it and there was a male Ring-necked Duck 
and a female Goldeneye that continued to feed in the pond.  Eventually the eagle flew off 
and circled a Buteo that had come "too close"! 
  
I also saw a pair of Mountain Quail on the edge of the marsh.  I have never seen them in 
this area as a covey, they frequent the more open, higher and drier areas of the 
hills among the sparse bushes and trees.  When they begin breeding they appear to seek 
out the more secluded, lower and wetter, dense brushy areas. 
  
Best Regards 
  
Tony Hall 
 
March 13, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
Wednesday I spent a good part of the day birding Indian Valley.  There are still plenty of 
winter raptors there including Ferruginous, Rough-legged, and Red-tailed Hawks, as well 
as a Bald Eagle.    I counted 20 Sandhill Cranes as I drove around the valley.   Also, 973 
Canada Geese, 210 Greater White-fronted Geese, and a single Ross's Goose, not to 
mention hundreds of ducks of 12 different species.  Duck species included 2 Wood 
Ducks, 3 Hooded Mergansers, and a single Eurasian Wigeon.   In a flock of Western 
Bluebirds along N. Valley Road where it divides Indian Valley from North Arm there 
were 6 Mountain Bluebirds.  It was a great day with 67 bird species observed. 
  
Yesterday (Thursday) I serviced the Wood Duck nest box route at the QCSD sewer ponds 
in American Valley.  While there I found 6 Barrow's Goldeneyes in the main pond and 14 
Wood Ducks in the overflow wetland pond.  There were 3 Mountain Bluebirds at the 
northeast corner of the overflow pond.  Later in the day I visited the Thompson Valley 
stock pond and found 2 Cackling Geese on the pond's perimeter mixed in with the many 
Canada Geese.  As usual, there were many Hooded Mergansers in that pond - I counted 
15 yesterday. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 



March 13, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
 
Sounds like Bob had some great birding in American and Indian Valleys the last few 
days.  Sierra Valley was also spectacular yesterday and I had the chance to take a walk 
down the west end of Marble Hot Springs Rd.  The highlight was a flock of over 500 
Sandhill Cranes!  Several of the cranes were doing courtship displays (a hopping, wing-
flapping dance).  There were also good numbers of Greater White-fronted Geese and 
Snow Geese.  I saw one Say's Phoebe, my first for the season in Plumas County, as well 
as singing Western Meadowlarks and Horned Larks.  There were good numbers of 
Mountain Bluebird and some Western Bluebirds as well. 
 
I was also able to take advantage of the nice weather on Wednesday and do some birding 
around American Valley.  Of note were some late Golden-crowned Sparrows and a flock 
of Bushtits on the hill at the end of Quincy Junction Road.  As Bob mentioned, there was 
great duck diversity at the Thompson Valley ponds.  Other signs that it's March included 
large flocks of American Robins on the northwest side of the valley and singing Spotted 
Towhees all over. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
March 18, 2009 
 
I forgot to mention that I saw a Say's Phoebe in Sierra Valley on Sunday, March 15. Ryan 
Burnett mentioned to me that he also saw one on the Lake Almanor meadow adjacent to 
Chester.  Must be some kind of Say's Phoebe movement lately. 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
March 19, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
We had an impromptu bird trip around American Valley this morning for the California 
Audubon conservation coordinator who visited Quincy for Jane's talk last night.  There 
were some more returning migrants including a good number of Tree Swallows, two 
Turkey Vultures, and one Western Meadowlark at the sewage ponds, a Hermit Thrush 
along Spanish Creek, and a Say's Phoebe along Quincy Junction Road.  The Barrow's and 
Common Goldeneyes were displaying, Ruby-crowned Kinglets were singing, and a Black 
Phoebe was on a nest under the Hwy 70 bridge.  We saw several pairs of Sandhill Cranes 
along Quincy Junction Road.  There were also a good number of Evening Grosbeaks 
around town. 
 



Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
April 13, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
The sage brush community was active in Sierra Valley on Saturday morning including 
many singing Vesper Sparrows and Sage Thrashers.  The wetlands around Marble Hot 
Springs bridge was loaded with water birds including nine duck species, American 
Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Greater Yellowlegs, Willet, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Marsh 
Wren, and four swallow species.  Raptors were sparse, but we were lucky to see a Golden 
Eagle and three falcons: American Kestrel, Prairie Falcon, and Peregrine Falcons.  The 
falcons were definitely a highlight. 
  
Good birding! 
  
David Arsenault 
 
April 14, 2009 

Darrel and I had great views of a Northern Shrike in Spanish Ranch on our bird walk last 
week.  It’s the second time in several years that we’ve seen a shrike there.  Overall, it was 
a very good day – we had 32 species, the most we’ve seen this year.  An American 
Kestrel hovered, Western Bluebirds blushed, and a Townsend’s Solitaire posed.   

Greetings Earthlings! 

Next Wednesday, April 22nd is Earth Day.  Please come celebrate your inhabitation of the 
planet. 

1 – 5pm:  Earth Day Bazaar, PCOE Lawn (across from Quincy Natural Foods)  

7:30pm:  2nd Annual Community Sustainability Awards AND Lee Stetson as John Muir, 
Town Hall Theatre (FREE!) 

Please see attached flier. 

The students of ORL 120 Recreation Program Planning are putting on these events.   

For the Earth, 

Darla S. DeRuiter 
 



April 14, 2009 
 
Some spring arrivals in Chester the past week: 
  
Western Scrub Jay – seem to pass through this time every year 
Common Yellowthroat 
Audubon’s Warbler 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds have been here for about 2 weeks and I have been waking 
each morning to a quartet of blackbird species outside my window (YHBL, BRBL, 
RWBL, and BHCO). 
 
I saw a robin carrying nesting material this weekend and Tree Swallows are building in 
my nest boxes though they may think twice about it with the current weather (35 F in 
Chester right now with a wind chill in the teens). 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
April 16, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
My brother, Jim, and I headed up to Sierra Valley this morning with canoe on board for a 
float down the Feather River from the iron bridge on Dyson Lane (Dyson Lane = Marble 
Hot Springs Road).  Upon arrival we determined that the water level was too low and 
switched to "let's bird Marble Hot Springs Road" mode.  As David Arsenault noted there 
were some migrants around - we found Sage Thrasher, Brewer's Sparrow, and Yellow-
headed Blackbird.  While standing on the iron bridge a sub-adult Bald Eagle flew over 
keeping an eye on the placid waters of the Feather River.  A single White-fronted Goose, 
with injured wing, was at Lost Marbles Ranch.  There were two Swainson's Hawks in the 
vicinity of Heriot Lane and Dyson Lane. We found a total of eight duck species hanging 
out at various wet spots. 
  
Good birding, 
 
Bob Battagin 
 



April 17, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
I heard my first Nashville Warbler of the season this morning at my place in East Quincy, 
right on time compared to previous years: 4/26 (2006), 4/16 (2007), 4/25 (2008), 4/17 
(2009, +/- 5 days since I'm only there 1-2x/wk).  I expect the Black-headed Grosbeak, 
Black-throated Gray Warbler, and Hermit Warbler to arrive in the next week or so.  The 
Fox Sparrow started singing over a week ago and the Spotted Towhee a few weeks 
before that. 
 
Tony Hall reports from the other side of American Valley: 
 
"The first Black-headed Grosbeak came by my place today and the Yellow-Rumped 
Warblers have invaded.  Three pairs of Wood Ducks have claimed the Clear Creek marsh 
and nearby nesting boxes.  Mountain Chickadees have been checking out two of the bird 
boxes around my house." 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
April 17, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
Brother Jim and I birded American Valley and environs today.  Just as with David 
Arsenault, we heard and saw our first Nashville Warbler of the new year, in our case on 
Main Ranch Road. 
  
We started the day at Feather River College where we witnessed the repeated daring 
aerial copulation displays of two Tree Swallows.  There was a Common Yellowthroat on 
Golden Eagle Ave. heading into the college.  Four Wilson's Snipe popped in and out of 
various wet spots. 
  
The American Dippers again have their nest under the Highway 70 bridge that crosses 
Spanish Creek next to Gansner Park. 
  
At the QCSD sewer ponds two Barrow's Goldeneye remain on the main pond.  As we 
drove out of the facility a Mountain Quail ran off the side of the road in front of us. 
  
At the Thompson Valley stock pond, the two Cackling Geese that have been hanging out 
there for some time were still there.  An adult Bald Eagle soared over heading in the 
direction of Chandler Road. 
  



The chaparral at the end of Main Ranch Road was stocked with some nice 
brush/tree species including  Bushtits, Spotted Towhees, Western Scrub Jay, the 
aforementioned Nashville Warbler, Wrentits, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Bewick's Wren and 
Pygmy Nuthatch - it was pretty busy. 
  
Along Quincy Junction Road between Lee Road and Bell Lane in the grassy fields east 
towards the mill there was a large blackbird flock that yielded a single Tricolored 
Blackbird and a single Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
  
Our 77 species for the day included 11 species of duck.  I was happy to find 24 Wood 
Ducks during the day, they are a favorite of mine. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
April 18, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
This morning David Arsenault and I birded Spanish Ranch and Buck's Lake Road 
through Meadow Valley.   We started early to try for owls - with no luck.  Nice moon and 
several shooting stars though.  As daylight arrived the meadow at Spanish Ranch came 
alive with the songs and calls of many birds.  Our favorite sighting was of several calling 
and displaying Wilson's Snipes.  They were in and out of a couple wet spots in the 
meadow, flying in impressive circling and swooping displays or standing on the ground 
issuing long calls to each other.  No sighting of Darla's Loggerhead Shrike but we were 
treated to a few other nice birds that included American Dipper, American Pippit and a 
couple Sandhill Cranes.  Later on, as we drove through Meadow Valley we stopped when 
David spotted a Vaux's Swift overhead.  In nearby trees we found a Downy Woodpecker 
and Red-breasted Sapsucker.  At the junction of Silver Creek Road and Buck's Lake 
Road the abandoned building there attracted three species of swallow as well as 
Mountain Bluebirds and Chipping Sparrows.  We had 43 species for the morning and a 
beautiful start to the day. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
April 20, 2009 
 
HI Plumas Birders, 
  
David Arsenault informs me that my recent emails to you haven't reached everybody.  I 
hope my “To:”  list is complete this time. 
  
I spent the last two days at Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch attending some meetings.  In 
between I managed to take a short walk and found a nice assortment of expected birds.  



Unusual species included a Vesper Sparrow foraging with three Savannah Sparrows in a 
patch of low grasses among the horse paddocks and a Western Kingbird high in the trees 
along Greenhorn Creek.  I certainly didn't expect the Vesper Sparrow - its probably just 
moving through to more suitable habitat.  I suppose there might be enough open space for 
the Western Kingbird to stick around - I've never birded this area before so I don't know 
if it’s expected here. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
April 21, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
I didn't expect to be in Quincy today, but my Jeep radiator sprung a leak and I'm on foot 
for a few days. 
  
This morning I birded Spanish Creek from the Highway 70 bridge to a half mile below 
the downstream border with the QSCD sewer ponds. 
  
Across from Gansner Park I heard my first-of-spring Black-headed Grosbeak singing 
(earlier in the morning I spoke with Denny Churchhill and he mentioned he had seen two 
at his yard feeder in the last couple of days).  At the QCSD main pond I found a male and 
female Blue-winged Teal.  A little farther downstream at the overflow pond there is quite 
a bit of exposed mud and I found 14 Least Sandpipers and 3 Greater Yellowlegs.  The 
last week in April is the time during which we'll see the bulk of the spring migration of 
shorebirds flow through American Valley.   
  
Also of interest at the sewer ponds was probably the largest garter snake I've ever seen 
plying its way through the overflow pond with its last meal evident as a large lump 
visible about 1/3 of the way "downstream" from its head.  Farther down Spanish 
Creek, while checking out swallow species, I noticed movement out of the corner of my 
eye which turned out to be five baby coyotes taking their first foray to the entrance of 
their den while Mom and Dad were out hunting for their next meal.  They were oblivious 
to my presence, chewing on each other's ears (and other body parts), tumbling about, 
tripping each other, and falling back into the den's entrance hole.  Quite cute. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
  
PS  Among the Blackbirds along Quincy Junction Road between Lee Road and Bell Lane 
my brother, Jim, and I later this afternoon re-found both a Tri-colored and a female 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. 
 



April 22, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
This morning four of us headed out to Snake Lake to see what birds were around.  The 
youngest in the group, David Arsenault's 18 month old son, River, ID'ed the first bird as a 
"dat".  In fact, every bird he saw was a "dat", as were all the frogs, plants, and other 
objects he observed.  The rest of us saw (or heard) 21 bird species including an Eared 
Grebe, Pileated Woodpecker, a few Wood Ducks, and two American White Pelicans. 
  
This evening I took a walk along Quincy Junction Road looking for the Tricolored and 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds that have been around the last week or so.  No luck today.  
However, there was a Lark Sparrow in the trees at 1412 Quincy Junction Road. 
  
The auto shop says my Jeep will be back on the road tomorrow afternoon so I may be 
signing off for awhile.  Its been great birding the county for the last week. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
 
April 24, 2009 
 
Fellow birders, 
 
On Saturday May 9th Plumas Audubon Society is having a 20th anniversary celebration.  
I’ve attached a flier for the event.  Please forward it to anyone who you think may be 
interested in attending.  We plan on having a bird walk led by Mellouise Curry at 8:00 
and a botany walk led by Nancy Harnach at 10:00.  At noon we’ll celebrate the 20th 
anniversary by honoring long standing board members with prints donated by Bill Peters 
and Lou Bosche.  Oh, and it is International Migratory Bird Day too! 
 
Hope to see some of you there and hear stories about your latest birding adventures! 
 
Darrel Jury 
 
April 27, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
In Sierra Valley, Mellouise Curry saw Black-bellied Plovers at the steel bridge, Hot 
Springs Road, on Saturday afternoon.  She says "I was looking for Black-necked Stilts 
but found Black-bellied Plovers instead!  I also saw two Swainson's Hawks on a power 
pole near Dyson and Heriot Lane, maybe the same two Bob saw. A lot more Willets and 
Yellow-headed Backbirds this week, plus all the "usual suspects" for this time of year, it 
just gets better everyday!" 
 



In Quincy, Isabelle Stone had a male Lazuli Bunting return to her backyard on Friday.  
She has had a pair in her yard for several years now. 
 
The Black-headed Grosbeaks have shown up en force as have the Hermit Warblers and 
Cassin's Vireos. 
 
Let us know when you see your first flycatcher, other migrants, or any other birds that 
interest you.   
 
We love to hear about them! 
 
Good birding! 
 
David Arsenault 
 
April 27, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
Last Sunday I was along a path at the edge of the marsh at the end of Clear Creek Road in 
the Galeppi Ranch area when I got a very good look at a Red-breasted Sapsucker gently 
pecking at the bark of an oak tree next to the marsh. 
  
Today when walking along Clear Creek Road near to Quincy Junction Road I saw a bird 
sitting on a fence post at the edge of the marshy area.  It was light brown and about the 
size of a robin but with a slimmer profile.  As I raised my binocs it flew away fast and it 
appeared to be a falcon, probably a Merlin. 
  
Tony Hall 
  
April 27, 2009 
 
At a Gansner Park birthday party in Quincy today, heard singing Nashville, Black-
throated Gray, Yellow, and Yellow-rumped warblers.  The Yellow and Black-throated 
Gray's were the first of the year for me. 
  
Happy Spring, 
 
Paul Hardy 
 
April 29, 2009 
 
After seeing hundreds of Vaux's swifts in Mexico, I saw my first Plumas County flock of 
12 birds along Quincy Junction Road yesterday evening.  This morning, I saw 2 chipping 
sparrows along Bell Lane - first for me this year.    
 



I have Mtn chickadees, a house wren and tree swallows entering my nest boxes.  If you 
haven't put up your nest boxes yet, get them up soon!  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
April 30, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
I found a favored perching site for the small falcon in the Galeppi Ranch area (in dead 
branches on the top north side of a large tree next to Greenhorn Creek about 100 yards 
east of the bridge on Quincy Junction Road) and was able to scope it.  It has distinct 
black mustaches which indicates to me it is a female American Kestrel not a Merlin.  But 
I have never seen it hover and it is light brown not ruffous.  Sibley may be wrong on the 
color, I have seen female Kestrels before that were light brown. 
 
Tony Hall 
 
April 30, 2009 
 
Up on the hillsides near Beckwourth, we have finally seen some new visitors of late 
couple of days ago a male black headed grosbeak came in to our feeder but have heard 
none of them calling; a green towhee came in about the same time to check our our deck 
area, massive numbers of band tailed pigeons have been in for about 2 weeks now, mt. 
chickadees are all over the place, quail are pairing up and nest building or laying as they 
come to feeder only in pairs now, and an osprey has taken a likeing to browsing around 
our 3 koi ponds in the area, but he has not taken anyone's fish yet as we supply a lot of 
cover.  So far we are not seeing the nuthatches around, but have had several scrub jays 
show up lately along with golden crowned, white crowned sparrows, and one unknown 
female in very ragged condition that I could not be sure of.  The blue birds are here, but 
are in the field below us as they tend not to come up this far on hill along with the robins 
all over and even two in yard yesterday which is not real common at our place.  The rest 
that have been mentioned for Sierra Valley already have been around but mostly below 
us. 
 
We live up the hill above where A23 and 70 meet a ways and are at 5164 ft elevation but 
we are always behind Quincy by a lot it seems.  Good birding to all and love the reports 
to know what is going on. 
 
Raymond Gipson 
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Plumas Birds archive 
May – December 2009 
 
May 1, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
  
I have now observed the female Kestrel sitting alone high in a large cottonwood tree for 
several days. However, yesterday evening at 5 pm when I scoped the perching site I 
observed that a male Kestrel had joined her but was perching higher in the tree with a 
good view of the meadow. I watched them for 30 minutes after which the male flew from 
his perch. But he was back within seconds and flew to the female and deposited an 
angular black blob at her feet.  Given the short time he was away he might have caught 
the prey in the air, could it have been a bat? The female turned the black blob over with 
her beek and then appeared to ignore the present. The male was perching at her side but 
after a few minutes he flew away about 200 yards and perched on top of an electric pole. 
As soon as the male left the female grasped the blob with her talons and then spent 
several minutes tearing at it with her beak and eating the morsels. 
  
Question and speculation - does the female require the male to prove that he is a good 
hunter and reliable provider of food before she will mate with him? 
  
Tony Hall 
 
May 1, 2009 
 
I can't say for certain if this is true for Kestrels, however I can say that it is true for 
spotted owls and one would assume true for most species where only the female 
incubates the eggs.    
 
With spotted owls there are two determining factors in whether or not they breed in any 
given year.  One is the condition of the female coming out of winter, she needs to be 
healthy enough to produce the eggs which takes alot of energy.  The other is whether or 
not the prey base is high enough such that the male can catch enough to feed himself, the 
female and any potential offspring.  Prey delivery is also part of the pair bonding ritual, 
along with allopreening.  So in species like spotted owls, where they pair for life, even if 
they are not going to breed that year, the male will still deliver some food to the female in 
early spring.  
 
Hope that helps, 
 
Paula A. Shaklee 
 
May 3, 2009 
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Got this guy at the feeder outside the window but am we are not totally sure which it is. 
 We are split on which it might be:  the choices are Purple Finch and House Finch and we 
will let the experts tell us for sure who wins. 

 
 
Thanks for being the judges. 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
May 3, 2009 
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This same quandary is going on at my feeders (Meadow Valley and Keddy), however I 
feel that it is between Cassin’s and Purple Finch….. I do not see the pointy little head that 
would indicate Cassin’s. Thank you Raymond for putting this out there. 
  
Michelle L. Fulton 
 
May 4, 2009 
 
This looks like a purple finch.  
 
Reasons -  
1) Crown profile is round.  
2) Color is burgundy red, typical of purple finches.  Cassin's are brighter red.  
3) Purple finches are abundant at neighborhood feeders right now, I haven't seen but 1 
Cassin's finch after sorting through hundreds of purple finches in the past 1 1/2 weeks in 
Quincy.  
 
Couple surprises - the undertail coverts do show a couple fine brown streaks and the bill 
is large and fairly straight in profile - both of those are Cassin's finch characteristics.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 4, 2009 
 
Hi All, 
  
As a devil's advocate, I'd like to suggest that Raymond's feeder bird is a Cassin's Finch.  I 
like Colin's comments regarding the rounded crown and general overall coloration 
pointing it to being a Purple Finch, but I'm having a hard time with a couple of his 
caveats.   As he mentioned, the bill seems quite large and straight (both characters of 
Cassin's Finch)  and the undertail coverts are streaked , also a Cassin's trait.  The face has 
a couple things that remind me of Cassin's Finch:  the hint of a white/buff eyering and the 
brown bar in the "malar" area.  Also, I believe Raymond lives in the hills surrounding 
Sierra Valley which is well within the elevational range of Cassin's Finch.   Do you live 
in a place with lots of pine trees Raymond?.....Cassin's Finch like pines.  I'd be curious to 
hear what Mac McCormick, Ryan Burnett, David Arsenault, Paul Hardy, and/or Pat/Phil 
Gordon have to say about this bird. 
  
Best regards, Bob  
 
May 4, 2009 
 
The first of the year Western Tanagers (for us anyway) have arrived at our house off 
Chandler Road. A breeding male flew in around noon today and was shortly joined by a 
bright female. 
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Amber & Scott Edwards 
 
May 4, 2009 
 
I had my first Bullock's Oriole of the year (with the exception of those I saw in the cloud 
forest of Mexico last month) - a gorgeous male this morning in my back yard.    He was 
investigating my bird feeders, probably because of all the activity.  He flew on after 
finding only seed, not a typical item in the diet of bullock's orioles.  He ignored my suet 
feeder.  I suppose I should put out an orange half to attract him! 
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 5, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
  
Yesterday, I had Green-tailed Towhee visit my yard in East Quincy.  It was a new bird 
for my yard list. 
  
I also found a Spotted Towhee nest with four eggs, cream colored and spotted with 
reddish-brown, in a cup nest on the ground.  The nest is under two fir branches that I had 
cut from a tree and left on the ground.  I was piling branches when I saw the female hop 
up and fly off, so I looked around and found the nest.  The nest area has been cordoned 
off and I hope it fares well. 
  
On May 3, Tony Hall saw two Empidonax flycatchers in the willows in the marsh at the 
east end of Clear Creek Road. 
  
Also on May 3, Mellouise Cury saw Canada Geese with four goslings and a nesting pair 
of Sandhill Cranes at Madora Lake. 
  
Great discussion on the Cassin’s versus Purple Finch.  The finch in Raymond’s photo is 
very difficult to tell for sure and everyone has made excellent points regarding its ID.  
Based on my limited experience with finches, I would guess Cassin’s because of the long, 
straight bill, the white eye ring, and the undertail streaking. 
  
The month of May is Plumas Audubon’s Biodiversity Days.  See: 
  
http://www.plumasaudubon.org/regional_events.htm  
  
We hope you can join us for some of the events. 
  
Good birding, 
  
David Arsenault 
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p.s. Some folks on the e-mail list didn’t receive the last few postings.  For an updated 
copy of recent postings see: 
  
http://www.plumascounty.org/Outdoor%20Recreation/Birders%20News.htm 
  
Be sure to respond to this message for your next posting. 
 
May 5, 2009 
 
I agree with Bob – bill shape, malar brown patch, streaked undertail coverts, and intense 
red forming a cap on the head are all CAFI features for me – this bird has more red down 
its belly than most CAFI which often show a pretty clean white belly compared to PUFI.  
CAFI are all over the place in Chester right now especially around the Almanor Ranger 
District HQ and in the cottonwoods around the feather river.  We get far fewer PUFI up 
here compared to Quincy probably a result of elevation.  Ryan 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
May 5, 2009 
 
Greetings Raymond,  
 
Sorry to have finally gotten around seeing your photo.  I have read most comments of the 
other birders.  When Bob B. mentioned the Gordons - I just had to check out your Finch.  
 
I agree with those (maybe you also by now) who feel it's a Cassin's Finch.  To support 
this I've noticed:  
 
            *   the "hot top," reddest (increasingly, of the body) crown is Cassin's Finch  
            *   the suffusion of pink overall supports CaFi, no hint of dorsal  
                olive-greenish; male Purple Finches I've seen are all purplish ("raspberry")  
                red w/ a dorsal suffusion of faint-to-darker olive-green (more distinct in  
                females)  
            *   the considerable pinkish (morph?) probably obscures a greater contrast  
                between nape/crown (expected in CaFi)  
            *   I like the more distinct, light tips of the median wing coverts = upper wing  
                bar, unique to CaFi (of the 3)  
            *   the culmen (top) and commissural line (bill meeting edge) of the (large)  
                bill are on a very flat line (no angle or arc as in House and Purple Finch) -  
                probably diagnostic, this results in a distinctively long, pointed bill (like  
                Pine Siskin); also diagnostic     
            *   unique in CaFi's are the distinct darkish streaks on the undertail coverts  
                (showing in Raymond's nice photo); not found in the other two (HoFi or  
                PuFi)  
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Perhaps the main confusion comes from this very pink Cassin's Finch.  It takes 2+ years 
for this to develop in the male (or this is bordering on an "erythristic" morph?).  Are they 
mostly predated before we see them, thus fewer chances to observe them?  
 
Note, a fairly reasonable painting of these features is by John A. Crosby in W. Earl 
Godfrey's "The Birds of Canada". 1966 (also in later editions). Crown [Publications]. 
Ottowa, Canada. Pg.332, Plate 65.  
 
For Photo see:  
Subj: question on ID  
Date: 5/3/2009 1:55:13 PM US Mountain Standard Time  
 
 
Happy Birding and Photographing,  
 
Phil Gordon  
Hayward, ALA /Blairsden, PLU Cos. 
 
May 5, 2009 

Hi Birders, 

I just saw a Wilson's Warbler and a Nashville Warbler in the willows in the marsh at the 
east end of Clear Creek Road.  

Tony Hall 

May 5, 2009 

Our PRBO bird crews have been out and about the last week training (dodging bad 
weather here and there but seeing lots of birds).  The bad weather seems to have brought 
in greater concentrations of migrants the last two days.  Lots of Vaux’s Swifts (60+ seen 
together today), Turkey Vultures, and both Gray and Dusky Flycatcher were quite 
abundant in the meadow today.  There was a Eurasian Wigeon on Lake Almanor north of 
the causeway this weekend and a late Tundra Swan as well, whimbrel, dunlin, 
dowitchers, semipalmated plovers, and western and least sandpipers at the mouth of the 
river.  Also there were 8 Wilson’s Phalarope (both male and female) and a late Lesser 
Scaup in the Chester sewage ponds this morning.  Just about all of the warblers are back 
and singing on territories in the usual places we go each year except Wilson’s Warblers 
seem to have just arrived and we are still waiting to hear our first MacGillivray’s of the 
year.  We also found a Dipper nest up at the dam on the north fork feather river within the 
fish ladder. 

Ryan Burnett 
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May 5, 2009 

Here is the full image and higher resolution in case it might help in the id discussion.  
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
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May 6, 2009 
 
Hi All, I feel this is Cassin's Finch.  The raspberry crown color stopping 3/4's of the way 
back is good for Cassin's.  Also, the lack of rose-brown blurry streaks on the breast on the 
breast indicates Cassin's also.  Two other features indicate Cassin's, they are the streaking 
on the undertail coverts and the very straight culmen.  Pictures can be a bit deceiving, but 
my impression is that this is a Cassin's Finch.  I have quite a few records of Cassin's 
Finches coming to my feeder in Sierra City (elev. 4,500 feet) in May.   
 
Mac McCormick 
 
May 6, 2009 
 
I may be asking a dumb question, so forgive me if I am -- but, have these two species 
ever cross-bred?  Would a Cassins/House Finch X be possible? 
 
Mary Abbott 
 
May 6, 2009 
 
This weekend. while walking through Spanish Ranch I saw a pair of White-Faced Ibis 
and a Loggerhead Shrike. This morning there were 8 White Pelicans circling overhead. 
 
Michelle Fulton 
 
May 6, 2009 
 
That's a great question Mary, and the answer is yes.  House Finch and Purple Finch are 
known to hybridize, and Purple Finch and Cassin's Finch are suspected to hybridize. 
 
David 
 
May 6, 2009 

Plumas Birders, 

Come on out to the Maddalena Ranch Saturday May 9th for birding with Mellouise Curry 
at 8:00 AM, botanizing with Bill and Nancy Harnach at 10:00 AM, and a 20th anniversary 
and trail dedication celebration at noon.  Bring a lunch, a chair, and a canoe if you’ve got 
one.  Put some sunscreen and a hat on too as the NOAA forecast for Beckwourth is 73 
degrees and sunny! 

  



9 

I’m looking forward to heading to the Maddalena Ranch tomorrow to hang signs at the 
trailhead and make finishing touches on the birding trail.  I’ll try and make time for 
birding as I’ve heard there is a lot of avian action in Sierra Valley.   

 Mellouise Curry was recently out at the Maddalena Ranch and reported the following: 

“This is what I saw today at the Maddalena Ranch: Western Meadowlark, Brewer's 
Blackbird, Cinnamon Teal, Willet, Mallard, Gadwall, Sandhill Crane, Canada Geese, 
Western Grebe, Pie-billed Grebe, American White Pelican, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, American Coot, Turkey Vulture, American Crow, Osprey, and 
some unidentifiable sparrows, they didn't sit still long enough!” 

“I had a "Walt Disney True Life Adventure Moment" when a pair of Sandhills flew over 
and landed just on the other side of the channel from me.  One started dancing and 
throwing sticks and grass in the air!”  

“By the way there is so much standing water out in the SV it is wonderful!!!  The 
channels are the highest I have ever seen them.  I drove across the Steel Bridge on the 
way home and saw possibly 500-600 White-faced Ibis in huge flocks to the south of the 
road.  Also 3 Bald Eagles just south of the Bridge, 2 adult and one sub-adult, plus more.  
There is a Sandhill on a nest mound on the south side of the road, just west of the last 
turn between the two little bridges.” 

Scott and Suzanne Stirling put their canoe in at the Maddalena Ranch last week and saw a 
Bald Eagle pick off an American Avocet shortly after it took off.  Moments later, two 
Common Ravens harassed it so much it dropped its prey and flew off.   

By the way, Saturday May 9th is International Migratory Bird Day. 

See you this Saturday! 

Darrel 

May 11, 2009 

Plumas Birders,  
   
Thanks to all who attended Plumas Audubon Society’s 20th anniversary at the Maddalena 
Ranch last Saturday.  It was a glorious day and the event was well attended.  Throughout 
the day between 40 and 50 people stopped by.  
   
During the bird walk thirty people observed over 25 species and has close looks at 
Western Meadowlark, Savannah Sparrow,  Northern Pintail, Cinnamon Teal, Northern 
Shoveler, Spotted Sandpiper, American Coot, and Yellow-headed Blackbird.  Thanks 
again to Mellouise Curry for leading the walk.  
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About as many people attended the botany walk led by Nancy and Bill Harnach.  We 
learned that out of 8,000 plants in California, Sierra Valley has over 1,000!  We got to 
learn about 50 plants on the Maddalena Ranch.  Thank you, Nancy and Bill for sharing 
your wealth of knowledge about the plants of Sierra Valley.  
   
Around 20 people stuck around for the 20th anniversary celebration.  Sally Yost received 
a beautiful picture of Pipevine Swallowtail butterflies generously donated by Lou 
Bosche.  Thank you Sally for being a founding member of PAS and serving as president 
from 1991-2005.  Harry Reeves was given a print of California Quail donated by Bill 
Peters.  Harry has served as our newsletter editor since 1998.  Thank you Harry!  David 
Arsenault was given a print of Black-capped Chickadees also donated by Bill Peters. 
 David has served as PAS president since 2008 and has done an incredible amount of 
work, including conceptualizing and initiating Biodiversity Days.  Also recognized were 
PAS board members who attended the event.  Linda Blum, Darla DeRuiter, Michelle 
Fulton, Anthony Hall, Paul Hardy, Jerry Williams received a copy of Birding California 
in recognition of their contributions.  
   
Thanks to all who have been involved with Plumas Audubon over the years!  
   
After the event, Darla DeRuiter, Michelle Fulton, Lisa Hatzell, and I canoed from 
Maddalena Ranch up to the Steel Bridge.  Highlights were seeing a Sandhill Crane nest 
with two eggs and watching an American Bittern.  We also saw Northern Pintail, 
Northern Shoveler, Bufflehead, Cinnamon Teal, Mallard, Canada Goose, Willet, 
American Avocet, Black-legged Stilt, Wilson’s Phalarope, Ring-billed Gull, Osprey, 
Golden Eagle, Cliff Swallow and more.  
   
See you at the next Biodiversity Days event.  May 13:  Henry and Colin Dillingham: 
 Birding Southeast Arizona.  Slideshow at Quincy Library, 6:30 p.m.  
   
Happy Birding,  
Darrel Jury  
 
May 12, 2009 
 
Tony Hall, David Arsenault and I went birding for a 24-hour period on Sunday in an 
effort to find as many species as possible - this is termed a "Big Day".  
 
Our route started in American Valley at midnight (with a northern saw-whet owl calling 
at our meeting location at midnight!), Sunday "morning" where we went on an owl and 
rail prowl to Butterfly Valley and up Peppard Flat Rd (off Cemetery Hill).  We found 5 
species of owls and 2 rails by 5:00 AM, which is the best we've ever done.  We found 
many mountain species of birds, down to American Valley, birded through Delleker and 
then to Dotta-Guidici Rd in eastern Sierra Valley (where we enjoyed Long-billed Curlew, 
a rare Lark sparrow and rare Loggerhead Shrike).  After driving up Little Last Chance 
Creek canyon and birding east of Frenchman Reservoir, we found our 100th species 
before noon.    
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We spent the early afternoon viewing birds of Sierra Valley along Heriot Lane and 
Marble Hot Springs Rd.  Our most exciting bird encounter of the day was along Marble 
Hot Springs Rd.  After a short fruitless search for American Bittern, David noticed one 
about 100 yards off.  Then it flew directly towards us, landed about 20 yards in front of 
us in the open, and then started calling!!  Wow, what a sight!  
 
We drove back through Quincy with a quick stop at Gansner Park to view a dipper before 
heading North to Indian Valley where we found our stakeout yellow-breasted chat, 
bewick's wren and bank swallow.  Lake Almanor followed and was very productive as 
always.  At the mouth of the North Fork of the Feather River downriver from Chester, we 
saw a late Tundra Swan, a flock of 40 red-necked phalarope, and a good variety of ducks 
and a few shorebirds.  We ended the day there a few minutes before 9:00 PM with 146 
species.  This is the second highest Big Day total for Plumas County - just a few shy of 
last years record 150 species.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 13, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
The spotted towhee nest in my back yard now has 5-day old nestlings (they hatched last 
Saturday). 

Karen Robinson in Vinton reports:  "At the Vinton Grange Hall, drive into the back of the 
parking lot and look west in the high trees.  There is a pair of hawks nesting.  Very dark 
 in color.  This week at Vinton, we have Black-Headed Grosbeaks, Bullock's Orioles 
(coming in for orange slices) and numerous Western Kingbirds and a pair of nesting 
Western Bluebirds." 
 
Henry and Colin Dillingham are presenting a slide show tonight on their trip last year to 
SE Arizona at the Library, 6:30 pm.  Colin is also leading a trip to Sierra Valley on 
Saturday. 
 
The nest box building workshop is on Sunday. 
 
For details on these and other Plumas Biodiversity Days events see:  
 
http://www.plumasaudubon.org/regional_events.htm 
 
Good Birding, 
 
David 
 
May 14, 2009 
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This morning at 8:45 AM there was a Great-tailed Grackle at the pond across from New 
England Ranch near the junction of Chandler Rd. and Quincy Jct. Can anyone tell me 
what the name of that pond is? The bird was still there at lunch time.  First it was on the 
west edge and at lunch in the cattails.  How often are these birds seen around here?   
 
Scott Edwards 
 
May 15, 2009 
 
Angie Dillingham, Wayne Cartwright and I followed up on Scott and Amber Edwards 
sighting of a great-tailed grackle at the New England Ranch pond on Quincy Junction Rd 
(almost to the Chandler Road Junction).  Not only did we see a male, but also a female 
today during our late lunch break.    
 
The pair was together on several flights from the pond back and forth to the New England 
Ranch, and also the male was "singing" from the cattails in the middle of the pond. 
 Perhaps they will set up a territory and breed!  There are no previous breeding records 
for Plumas County.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 15, 2009 

Guess what just started singing in the willows behind my yard???? – A Great-tailed 
Grackle! – same exact willow I had one singing from this time of year in 2006.   

Ryan Burnett 

May 15, 2009 
 
At noon we observed a female gathering nesting materials and making repeated trips to 
the same location down in the cattails and willows toward the back end of the first large 
group of plants in the water. 
The male appeared to be standing guard about 8 feet away displaying and calling and 
chasing away Red-winged blackbirds.  
 
Scott & Amber Edwards 
 
May 19, 2009 
 
This morning's bike ride to work through American Valley was productive.  First I found 
six red crossbill on Mill Creek Rd at the corner of Forest View Drive, two blocks up from 
Hwy 70 in East Quincy.  On Bell Lane I found a Eurasian collared dove with a flock of 
rock pigeon.  They still seem to be quite rare in Plumas County - I think this is only about 
the fourth or fifth record.    
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The pair of great-tailed grackles were still present on Quincy Junction road, foraging 
along the edge of the pond opposite the New England Ranch.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 21, 2009 
 
I was in Verdi yesterday and today, right on the state line between Truckee and Reno. 
There are Eurasion collared dove by the dozens out there...probably the source of our 
locals. 
 
Harry Reeves 
 
May 21, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
I still haven't made it out to see the grackles, maybe today. 
 
I have been out finding owls and I have an itinerary set for Friday night's owl field trip 
(see below). 
 
The trip begins at the Quincy library leaving at 7pm.  You don't have to go out for the 
whole night. 
 
If you are not going to the owl workshop tonight (Quincy library, 7 pm), but want to go 
on the field trip, please contact me so I can give you trip details (283-0455). 
 
Target owls for the field trip, in order of possible appearance: 
 
Barn Owl (2 good barns to check in Quincy) 
Northern Pygmy-Owl (2 spots on Peppard Flat Rd) 
California Spotted Owl (1 spot near Snake Lake) 
Barred Owl (1 spot near Butterfly Valley) 
Great Horned Owl (2 spots on Chandler and Quincy Jnct Rds) 
Virginia Rail and Sora (not owls, but we'll call for these on Chandler and Quincy Jnct 
Rds) 
Northern Saw-whet Owl (1 spot East Quincy, 1 spot LaPorte Rd) 
Flammulated Owl (for those who want to stay out late, we can hear these at several spots 
around Indian Valley, but I haven't found a spot closer to Quincy yet) 
 
My Screech-Owl spot didn't pan out this year, probably because it was burned over in the 
Moonlight Fire! 
 
Good birding, 
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David Arsenault 
 
May 24, 2009 
 
What a great trip!!!    Thanks to David for all his research and field work preparing for 
this program full of great info and experiences. There aren't too many places you can set 
out to see seven species of owls and find five all in one night. 
 
The next night we went out to Keddie ridge road looking for FLAMMMULATED 
OWLS and heard several calling in the first few miles starting just before sunset and still 
calling when we left around midnight.  Heading up Keddie Ridge Road we heard several 
distant males calling and attempted to call them in with our best imitations of the 
standard single and double note calls with seemingly no responses or interest. Finally we 
got a female to come near us  and check us out. She gave the response call several times 
and we also heard her do a clicking or twittering noise in close proximity to us, very 
exciting but unable to visually locate her. We found one male calling reasonably close to 
the road and went out into the woods and got close but still no view. On our return trip 
down the ridge we stopped at the location where the female responded and there was a 
male calling from the tree tops close to the road. After several minutes of careful listening 
to determine which tree he was in we were rewarded with a brief view of him sitting next 
to the trunk about seven feet from the top of a pine and then flying out. This was at 2.9 
miles from the beginning of Keddie Ridge Rd.  On our way out there was a WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWL calling at 1.2 miles from the start of the road. We were unable to see it. 
The canyon there is very interesting habitat but beware of poison oak. What a great road 
with awesome views.  Thanks again to David for recommending the location! 
 
Scott & Amber Edwards 
 
May 26, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
Seven hardy owlers and myself had a great trip last Friday.  We started in American 
Valley at 7 pm and checked two barns: no owl in the Dowe barn and then an excellent 
look at a BARN OWL in the Dyrr barn.  We moved on to Peppard Flat Road and at a 
scouted location near the bottom we got about four hoots out of a NORTHERN PYGMY-
OWL that came pretty close, but we weren't able to spot it.  We moved on to Butterfly 
Valley and at around 8:45 we found a very cooperative male CALIFORNIA SPOTTED 
OWL, which perched within ten feet of the group and then came in even closer.  We 
didn't call the owl, the owl didn't call at us, and we respectably observed it for only a 
short time and left.  The Spotted Owl was a life bird for five of the trip participants and a 
life subspecies for the remaining two!  We moved on to the Barred Owl territory, but our 
valiant effort did not result in a response from the pair.  The next stop was a Flammulated 
Owl territory overlooking the North Fork of the Feather River.  Two of us heard two 
faint, distance hoots from a male Flammulated Owl, but after further effort we didn't hear 
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it again and didn't count it as a trip bird.  We tried another Flammulated Owl location 
with no luck.  We returned to Quincy and in East Quincy at the end of First St we called 
for the NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL.  After several minutes of calling, a male Saw-
whet came in above us and hooted about five times, but we were not able to spot it and it 
didn't call again.  We moved on to Bell Lane, where a GREAT HORNED OWL flew 
across the road in front of our vehicles and perched on a telephone pole in the mill yard 
where it stayed while everyone got a great look at the owl.  Our last stop, just before 
midnight, was on Clear Creek Rd at Quincy Junction where we called for SORA.  The 
bird gave us a short chitter, but didn't give up it's melodic descending song and we called 
it a night just after midnight. 
 
On another note, the SPOTTED TOWHEE nest in my yard fledged four noisy young on 
May 20.  I heard the fledglings through Friday, but haven't seen or heard them since so 
I'm not sure what happened.  The male seems to be calling on his territory so either the 
fledglings were predated or they have become more silent and secretive or have moved to 
a different area?  The nest chronology was approximately: April 27: eggs laid, May 9: 
eggs hatch:  May 20: young fledge. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
May 26, 2009 
 
PRBO has begun surveying birds in the Moonlight, Storrie, and Cub Fires this year and 
of interest is the presence of a number of Lewis’ Woodpecker pairs throughout both the 
Storrie and Moonlight fires almost always on the edge of the private salvaged areas and 
the Forest Service not salvaged.  Also on Lights Creek just outside the Moonlight fire we 
observed a rather large (for Plumas County) Bank Swallow colony.  We counted over 
100 nest holes and observed at least 30 birds.  There are probably at least 50 pair here.  
Certainly the largest colony I have seen in Plumas County.  Colin and Dave how big are 
the colonies on Spanish Creek?  At a point count station in the Storrie fire at a site that 
had burned high severity I had the following birds in 5 minutes listed in order they were 
detected: 
 
Fox Sparrow – 3 
Lazuli Bunting – 4 
Western Tanager – 2 
Wilson’s Warbler-1 
Mountain Quail – 1 
Western Wood-Pewee – 1 
Black-headed Grosbeak – 2 
Nashville Warbler – 1 
Hairy Woodpecker – 1 
Yellow Warbler – 1 
Olive-sided Flycatcher – 1 
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Stellar’s Jay – 1 
American Robin – 1 
Green-tailed Towhee - 1 
  
The site was loaded with a diverse shrub community dominated by Ceanothus 
integerrimus (Deer Brush) and had lots of 8 year old Black Oak sprouts.  I am pretty sure 
those bird species I just listed would say the fire had far from catastrophic consequences.  
For those of you attending the Humbug Valley Biodiversity days next Sunday I think we 
may sneak down just south of Humbug Valley into the Storrie fire and looks for some of 
these birds – especially Green-tailed Towhee, Lazuli Bunting, and Lewis’ Woodpecker.  
Ryan 
  
Ryan Burnett 
 
May 26, 2009 
 
The bank swallow colonies in Lights Creek and Genesee Drainage are definitely larger 
than those found along Spanish Creek.  The Spanish Creek colonies are mostly 2 - 10 
pairs, whereas the Indian/Genesee Valley sites have many more birds as you saw today.  I 
picked up 10 Bank Swallows this morning on my breeding bird survey route, 7 in Lights 
Creek and 3 along Indian Creek.  The Lazuli buntings seems to be moving into the 
Moonlight Fire this year as well.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 26, 2009 
 
On Sunday morning (May 24) Angie and I found a single singing Willow Flycatcher 
along the North Fork of the Feather River between the railroad tracks and the mouth of 
the river at the north end of Lake Almanor.  We also found a Canyon Wren about 2 miles 
down river from the Lake Almanor Dam.  
 
This morning (May 26) I found a Green Heron in Indian Valley, along North Arm Road 
at Lights Creek (50 yards upstream from where Co Rd 112 crosses Lights Creek).  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
May 27, 2009 

Hi Birders: 

Tony Hall and I birded by bike in American Valley this morning starting at 6:30 a.m. at 
the Quincy High School, down the bike path to Gansner Park and the sewage ponds, and 
back to the high school at 10 a.m.  We saw a total of 52 species with highlights including 
a pair of CEDAR WAXWINGS on Hwy 70 in front of the Claremont Trailer Village 
across from Feather River Fitness, a LARK SPARROW on the road to the sewage ponds 
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half way down the hangers, a BLACK PHOEBE nest under the Hwy 70 bridge at 
Gansner Park, BANK SWALLOW, VAUX’S SWIFT, and 49 CANADA GOSLINGS at 
the sewage ponds, five different areas with BULLOCK’S ORIOLE (definitely a good 
year for them) and tons of EUROPEAN STARLING fledglings everywhere. 

Good birding, 

David Arsenault 

May 27, 2009 

We couldn't make the early morning bike ride this morning even though it sounded like a 
great idea.  Instead we took a drive up to Yuba Pass and hiked the area.  Such a beautiful 
day; so many birds singing that it drove us crazy trying to ID the individual voices.  Red 
Crossbills were still there and we were soo glad because they were a life bird for us.  We 
saw warblers: Yellow-rumped and Hermit. Oregon Juncos were busy finding bugs, Hairy 
Woodpecker pounding new holes in the tree, Robins and Mountain Chickadees by the 
hundreds!  We thought we spotted a Rufous-crowned Sparrow but looking at the book 
maybe it was the Chipping Sparrow, wish we had gotten a picture of it.  But maybe it 
wouldn't of mattered, took a picture of a flycatcher and still can't figure it out.  Need 
some of our experts with us next time.  And there will be a next time, it was a great 
morning and we will be going back again in the next few days!   

Terry and Jerry Williams 

May 28, 2009 

I'm an out-of-stater that listens in; help with PRBO big days in the County.   
Although not a Plumas Co (or CA) find, thought some on the list would be interested in a 
1st-time bird for Josephine County, OR. 
  
Phil Hicks (Colin knows this fellow) had a DICKCISSEL show up at his place 
yesterday....and, I got to see it this morning!  Appears to be a last-years fledgling male. 
  
Didn't notice this species on the Plumas Co list (2007), so keep you eyes open, 
  
Dennis Vroman 
Grants Pass, OR 
 
May 29, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
  
For the Humbug Valley birding trip on Sunday May 31, some people will meet at the 
Quincy Post Office at 5:15 a.m. with the objective of car pooling to the Humbug Valley 
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road junction with 89 by 6:15 a.m..  Others will meet Ryan Burnett in Chester at 6 a.m. at 
the USFS Almanor Ranger District Office.  Bring lunch and liquids. 
  
Tony Hall 

May 30, 2009 

Drove through Marble Hot Springs Road today.  Spotted an american bittern at distance. 
Walked on and one flew very close, froze in position with head up and was able to get 
some great photos.  This bird had a lot of white, whispy feathers on both wings, covering 
an area of about three inches on each side  Is this breeding plumage? Let me know and I 
could send pictures if that would help.  Also was able to get a really nice picture of a 
horned lark..have been trying for a month. Lots of birds today. I have photographed about 
70 varieties of birds since January in this Sierra Valley. Great year. 

Part Two.. in doing some research on the net I found an article that says "during the 
breeding season male bitterns perform a remarkable walk displaying white fan like 
feathers raised over the back & shoulders" If anyone is interested I can forward on the 
picture. 
 
Karen Robinson 
 
May 31, 2009 
 
We have been having a lot of green towhees this year and they seem to love our upper koi 
pond area as it is just the right depth to bathe in.  Thought you might enjoy this one 
bathing.  Enjoy birding. 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
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June 9, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
Last Sunday we watched the GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES at the pond across from 
New England Ranch on Quincy Junction Road. When we arrived at 10:30 am the male 
was standing watch at his usual spot toward the back of the front group of cattails and 
willows, after a few minutes he flew to the back of the pond edge presumably to forage, a 
few minutes later he returned to his usual spot. The female then emerged from the cattails 
to forage on the front edge of the pond, she caught a dragonfly and carried it back to the 
cattails dropping down into the same spot where we saw her bring nesting material a few 
weeks ago. She emerged only seconds later to forage for more insects, and again returned 
with a full bill to the same spot down inside the cattails. We watched her do this 
repeatedly always retuning to the same spot in the cattails, never out for more than a few 
minutes. Maybe there will be fledglings soon? 
 
Amber & Scott Edwards 
 
June 9, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Seasonal events -- last Saturday I saw a fluffy juvenile Western Bluebird on a low fence 
wire. A bright blue male was nearby and a female came with something in her mouth and 
fed the juvenile. A few days ago many Western Wood-Pewees came and have staked out 
individual territories in the forest. One even came for a bath in the fountain behind my 
house. During the evening while I was sitting at the back of the house a Black-and-white 
Warbler flew by. Except for the odd Nashville Warbler I rarely see warblers near my 
house which is surrounded by ponderosa pines, douglas firs, cedars and the odd oak, 
white fir and sugar pine.  There is a willow in a wet patch and I am trying to expand it to 
make it more attractive to warblers. A few weeks ago the willow was producing green 
juvenile shoots at it's base.  I removed some shoots and placed them in pencil diameter 
holes six inches deep and watered them. Now three of the four shoots appear to have 
rooted in that they have produced new leaves. 
 
Tony Hall 
 
June 9, 2009 

Hi Birders, I wanted to announce we are having a Grebe workshop in Chester on Tuesday 
June 16th from 6 – 8 pm at the Memorial Hall.  The flyer is attached.  We will have two 
of the leading experts on Western and Clark’s Grebes in California with us to discuss 
their biology and local populations and how to ensure Lake Almanor remains one of the 
largest breeding colonies in the state.  There should be some great info to learn from 
these experts as well as have some influence management.  Ryan 
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Ryan Burnett 

June 11, 2009 

Hi Birders, 

This morning I looked out my kitchen window and was surprised to see a common bird 
but not in its usual habitat.  We live on a hill about 200 ft. above the American valley in 
mixed pine, oak, and manzanita. 

I saw something big, expecting to see a deer, and there was an adult SANDHILL 
CRANE about 40 ft. away.  I went to get my binoculars for an up close look and went out 
on the deck to find a young DEER foraging.  Soon the Crane came walking nearby and 
the deer walked right up to it to check it out.  The young deer got right in the crane's face 
and the crane pecked it on the neck.  The deer jumped back, a bit startled, but then 
proceeded to walk right back over to the crane again only to get pecked right on its hind 
end.  This time the deer moved along a bit and they both foraged side by side for a few 
minutes and then finally separated and went there own ways. Sure wish I had a video 
camera. 

Scott Edwards 

June 12, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
I joined the Golden Gate Audubon Society's annual birding trip to Sierra Valley today. 
  
At Vesper Corner (Westside Road and Calpine Road) we had both Bluebird species, 
Brewer's Sparrow and Vesper Sparrow. 
  
There were six duck species in the vicinity of the iron bridge on Marble Hot Springs 
Road.  We had a fly over Prairie Falcon and a nice bunch of maybe 10 daytime Common 
Nighthawks taking advantage of high flying bugs. 
  
We stopped at the Swainson's Hawk nest near the corner of Dyson and Harriet Lanes and 
found a parent on the nest.  A Western Kingbird in the same tree gave us great looks.   
  
At the park a couple miles up Smith Neck Road out of Loyalton we found Lewis's 
Woodpecker, Golden Eagle, Lazuli Bunting, both Quail species (heard only), and Green-
tailed Towhee. 
  
The Loyalton sewer ponds gave us a nice bunch of Wood Ducks with a gaggle of young 
and two Wilson's Phalaropes.   
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Cutting back across Sierra Valley on Heriot/Harriet Lane we stopped at the Sierra/Plumas 
County border and observed two Burrowing Owls in the field to the south of the road on 
the Sierra County side of the line. 
  
Good birding, 
Bob Battagin 
  
PS   Yesterday I noticed two Green Herons in the wet field between Dillinger's Pond and 
Valley View Drive in Quincy.    And thanks to Scott and Ambers Edwards and 
everybody else who kept us up to date on the Great-tailed Grackles at Hansen's Pond - I 
got to see the male yesterday. 
 
June 14, 2009 
 
Greetings, 
 
Jerry and I just returned from a ten day stay in Utah.  We have enjoyed all the emails of 
local bird sightings.  Soo... I'm hoping someone has seen the crane chicks on Marble Hot 
Springs Road.  As we headed out we stopped by MHS Road and noticed the two cranes 
were not on their nests and didn't have the time to try and find them.  Has anyone seen 
them and their chicks?   
 
Terry and Jerry Williams 
 
June 21, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
On June 18th I finally observed my first Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in Plumas County.  The 
bird was at the end of the paved portion of Main Ranch Rd off Chandler Road in 
Quincy.   Previously I had "heard only" ticks for this bird in the County. 
  
Yesterday at the Taylorsville "T" in Indian Valley I observed a Yellow-breasted Chat in 
the willows downstream from Arlington Road where it crosses Indian Creek.   
Simultaneously I heard another Chat further downstream, so there are at least two there. 
  
Good birding, 
 
Bob Battagin 
 
June 22, 2009 

I had a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher in my garden in Meadow Valley on Friday. It was a very 
exciting sighting for me. 
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Michelle Fulton 

June 22, 2009 

Last evening Angie Dillingham and I saw a pair of Eurasian Collared-Dove visited our 
feeders in East Quincy.    
 
On Thursday evening Tony Hall and I saw the Great-tailed Grackle dropped into the 
suspected nest site at the Quincy Junction Road pond.  This morning I failed to find the 
grackles - perhaps young have fledged and the family is moving about?    
 
Tony Hall and I saw 2 Common Poorwill on Thursday night as well, one in Red Clover 
Valley and a second between the South end of Lake Davis and the Crocker Guard 
Station.  
 
Colin Dillingham 

June 23, 2009 

HI Birders, I am leading a birding trip this Saturday for the Sierra Institute – it is a chance 
to come watch us mist-net and see some of those LBJ’s up close (MacGillivray’s 
Warbler, empid flycatchers, etc.) and learn about bird id and meadow management for 
birds in the Sierra Nevada.  See the attached flyer.  There is a cost for it but includes 
some snacks and lunch and all proceeds go to support the Sierra Institute for Community 
and Environment.  If you are interested in attending please contact Jennifer Kaufmann 
(cc’d on this email) to register. 

Ryan Burnett 

July 8, 2009 

Hi Birders: 
 
Has anyone been watching a bank swallow colony in Plumas County?  I was curious to 
know how far along nests are.  I am guessing that most nests have fledged their young by 
now? 
 
Thanks, 
 
David Arsenault 

July 8, 2009 

Hi Birders: 
 
Please note that the e-mail list has been updated (i.e. respond to all recipients of this 
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message for your next posting). 
 
Mathew Dodder just posted an excellent blog of his recent trip to Sierra Valley and Yuba 
Pass with many awesome photos.  See: 
 
http://www.birdguy.net/news/index06_09.html 
 
Also seen at the edge of the Sierra Valley near Portola in oak woodland was this quiz 
bird: 

 
 

 

 
What's your guess? 
 
In American Valley, Francine Dunn spotted a leucistic (like albino, but no red eye) black-
headed grosbeak in Gansner Park on July 5. 
 
In my yard in East Quincy, I have two American robin nests with nestlings and dark-eyed 
junco fledglings. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 

July 9, 2009 

If you don't mind an Oregonian submitting an opinion on the mystery bird...would go 
with Lewis's Woodpecker.   
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Dennis Vroman 

July 9, 2009 

So, just to let you know... 
 
That really wasn't OUR incorrect guess on the woodpecker......we happened to have an 
ornithologist in the Visitors Center this morning, a guy named Paul Levesque from 
Vancouver and Rocky Point Bird Observatory, he saw the photo and took 
guessed it might be a grey catbird!  We figured he was "out of his habitat" since 
no such bird is on our Plumas County list! Anyways, he's here on some work-
related business, so perhaps you'll run into him! 
 
The Plumas County Visitors Bureau gang 
 
July 9, 2009 
 
Suzi, 
 
There actually was a grey catbird in Carmen Valley last summer and in previous 
years...but not this year. 
 
Mary Abbott 

July 9, 2009 

Hi Birders, 
 
Just finished viewing the blog from Mathew Dodder - wow - nice pictures. We were at 
Heriot/Herriet lane last week and photographed  a black-crowned night heron fishing next 
to the road.  The water is drying up and he was totally absorbed and we got to watch for a 
long time. Also we finally were able to see a pair of sand hill cranes who had their two 
young close enough that the grass did not hide them. Most of the sandhills are in such 
deep grass you can't see the babies.  On marble hot springs road we spotted two great 
blue heron only because they kept flying up in the air. The grass is so tall when they 
landed you could not spot them.   There are a lot of baby ducks, from newly hatched to a 
mother with a large brood nearly her size. She was moving them in and out of the grasses 
like they were tiny babies. So funny to watch but good job for her to have raised so many. 
 
Checked the burrowing owls on heriot lane but no visible young yet. There a a lot of 
kingbirds - both adult and juvenile and plenty of horned larks and meadowlark with 
young.  Have yet to spot a sage thrasher but we are looking for them.  Really enjoy that 
area...see something new each time we go. 
 
Karen Robinson 
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July 9, 2009 

Hi Birders: 
 
As several of you guessed, the quiz bird was a Lewis' Woodpecker. 
 
Here's another quiz: 
 
This morning in my front yard there were four birds in an oak tree including three adults: 
a female western tanager, a male spotted towhee, and a male Cassin's vireo; and one 
fledgling brown-headed cowbird. 
 
Which adult was feeding the cowbird? 
 
Good luck! 
 
David Arsenault 

July 10, 2009 

We're guessing the towhee :)  T and J 

July 10, 2009 
 
That one was actually a trick question since all of those species are common cowbird 
hosts.   
 
The host parent in question seems perhaps the least likely since it is less than half the size 
of the cowbird fledgling- it was the CASSIN'S VIREO! 
 
Here are some Cool Facts about brown-headed cowbirds from the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology 

• The Brown-headed Cowbird is North America’s most common “brood parasite.” 
A female cowbird makes no nest of her own, but instead lays her eggs in the nests 
of other bird species, who then raise the young cowbirds. 

• Brown-headed Cowbird lay eggs in the nests of more than 220 species of birds. 
Recent genetic analyses have shown that most individual females specialize on 
one particular host species. 

• Social relationships are difficult to figure out in birds that do not build nests, but 
male and female Brown-headed Cowbirds are not monogamous. Genetic analyses 
show that males and females have several different mates within a single season.  

• Some birds, such as the Yellow Warbler, can recognize cowbird eggs but are too 
small to get the eggs out of their nests. Instead, they build a new nest over the top 
of the old one and hope cowbirds don’t come back. Some larger species puncture 
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or grab cowbird eggs and throw them out of the nest. But the majority of hosts 
don’t recognize cowbird eggs at all. 

• Cowbird eggs hatch faster than other species eggs, giving cowbird nestlings a 
head start in getting food from the parents. Young cowbirds also develop at a 
faster pace than their nest mates, and they sometimes toss out eggs and young 
nestlings or smother them in the bottom of the nest. 

• In winter, Brown-headed Cowbirds may join huge roosts with several blackbird 
species. One such mixed roost in Kentucky contained more than five million 
birds. 

• The oldest recorded Brown-headed Cowbird was 16 years 10 months old. 

David Arsenault 
 
July 10, 2009 
 
My recollection is that "cowbirds" originally migrated with herds of American Bison 
taking advantage of the insects around the bison.  They didn't have the opportunity to stay 
in one place and build a nest and raise a brood so they developed the brood parasite 
system.  They layed their eggs in a convenient nest and then continuued on their way 
with the herd relying on the other bird species to raise their progeny.  When the numbers 
of bison became very small they moved over to herds of cattle instead hence the name. 
  
Please let me know if this is in any way incorrect. 
  
Tony Hall 

July 14, 2009 

I had the second ever Nuttall’s woodpecker in my yard here in Chester last night and 
again this morning.  Haven’t heard him again this afternoon. The previous one I had 
heard was in August 2006 and it hung around for over a week – just about right for a 
post-breeding or fledging upslope dispersal. 

Ryan Burnett 

July 17, 2009 

Ralph Martinez and I saw a Common Goldeneye, rare during the summer in Plumas 
County, a few minutes ago at the Quincy Sewage Treatment ponds.  We noticed that the 
main pond has good potential habitat for migrant shorebirds, although only killdeer and 
spotted sandpipers were feeding on the muddy pond margin.  
 
Colin Dillingham 

July 22, 2009 
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Thought some of you might be interested in this publication.   Demographics of birders in 
the US.  
 
http://library.fws.gov/Pubs/birding_natsurvey06.pdf  
 
ANGELA L. DILLINGHAM 

July 22, 2009 

We went out today despite the pretty warm weather to see what was moving in the valley 
and found a few nice scene and species.  Thought you might enjoy the four nice scenes 
below. 
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29 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
July 25, 2009 
 
We take it these are young of the year of least sandpipers.  Any comments as to 
something else.  Thanks. 
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Raymond Gipson 
 
July 25, 2009 
 
Hi Raymond, 
 
I am fairly confident these are not Least Sandpipers.  The bill is far too long and large 
and not the correct shape.  From what I can tell, shooting from the hip, it appears these 
birds are Wilson's Phalaropes.  Any other opinions out there? 
 
Cheers 
Dave Lauten 
Bandon, OR 
 
July 25, 2009 

Agree that they are Wilson’s Phalaropes 

John Sterling 

July 27, 2009 
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Ray's photo is of Wilson's Phalarope.  I was looking at a couple Wilson's Phalaropes at 
Lake Almanor this weekend, and these are certainly the same birds.  
 
Also seen at Lake Almanor at the mouth of the North Fork on Saturday - Snowy Egret 
(1), black-cr night heron (1),  Least Sandpiper (6), Western Sandpiper (2), Greater 
Yellowlegs (2), Lesser Yellowlegs (1, with the greater legs, so excellent direct 
comparison), Wilson's Phalarope (2), Wilson's Snipe (3), Black-necked Stilt (1), 
Willet (1), Killdeer (10), Spotted sandpiper (8) - A total of 10 species of shorebirds for 
a day in Plumas - not too bad!  
 
On Friday at Sierra Valley on Heriot Lane in Sierra County, just 200 feet south of the 
Plumas County line Julie Newman and I saw Eleven Burrowing Owls!  There were three 
different mounds with burrowing owls at them, and some of the adults were flying back 
and forth.  One site had 5 older chicks and 3 adults simultaneously.  Julie Newman and I 
also saw 4 black-crowned night herons along Marble Hot Springs Rd.  
 
In Chester I tried for Ryan Burnett's Nuttall's Woodpecker on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, but I had no luck.  Ryan, however, reported hearing the Nuttall's Woodpecker on 
Friday minutes before I arrived and minutes after I left.  On Sunday, while birding on the 
railroad tracks above the North Fork Feather River at the outskirts of Chester, Eric 
Hopson and I were watching an osprey, then it was frightened away, and soon after, a 
large brood of common mergansers flew downstream as they were pushed downriver by 
a kayaker - who turned out to be Ryan!  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
August 3, 2009 
 
Here's a report from last Wednesday July 29 passed on by Ryan Burnett. 
 I don't know if anyone has seen the Long-tailed Jaeger again. 
 
-------forwarded message------ 
 
Last night I had an encounter with a Long-Tailed (6-8 inches) Jaeger. 
It kept going after my fly and in stripping my fly towards the boat to 
keep it from hooking itself it was within 10 feet of the boat. Very 
white under parts, distinct separation of the black skullcap from the 
lower head and a small black/gray slash on the neck starting just 
below the wing. When not harassing me it hung out with the Seagull's 
waiting to forage on the Hexigenia Mayfly. Unlike Seagulls it landed 
and swam to the flies instead of catching with their beaks while 
airborne. Very pretty bird. I was 200 feet off shore from an Osprey 
nest in the deepest part of a semi cove halfway between the west 
Almanor launch ramp and the USFS ramp in Prattville at their 
campground.  There’s a dead topped tree just south of the Osprey nest. 
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Dick 
 
August 5, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
Can you please tell me about Long-billed Curlew breeding locations 
that you know of in Plumas County.  I know of one breeding area in the 
NE corner of Sierra Valley along Little Last Chance Creek.  I am doing 
a LBCU survey in Sierra Valley on Friday for CA Audubon and would like 
help with establishing a route (based on your reports of current 
locations) and identifying other areas where LBCU occur in Sierra 
Valley and other parts of the county. 
 
Thanks for your help, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
August 5, 2009 
 
Way back in 1975 I found a pair at Davis Lake.  Have no idea if they still 
breed there, 34 years later! 
 
John Sterling 
 
August 10, 2009 
 
We have had dozens of pairs of grosbeaks in the area lately and was wondering if others 
are see the same thing. 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
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August 11, 2009 
 
Ray 
  
There have been many female and young Black-headed Grossbeaks at my feeders in the 
Galeppi Ranch near Quincy for several weeks but no males. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
August 13, 2009 
 
Hi Birders: 
 
Here's a recent posting for Lake Almanor from the Sierra Nevada Birds 
listserv (see below).  The interesting part I think is the link to a 
Lake Almanor bird checklist: 
 
http://fog.ccsf.org/%7Ejmorlan/alchk197.htm 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
Date: Mon, 03 Aug 2009 09:39:01 -0700 
From: Steve Hampton <shampton...> 
Subject: [SierraNevadaBirds] WF Ibis at Lake Almanor 
 
All, 
 
Just got back from Lake Almanor. Forest Rd 10 northeast of Chester was 
very birdy, with Cassin's Vireo, Dusky Flycatcher, Hermit, Nashville, 
Orange-cr, and Yellow-rumped Warbler common. Most interesting 
(according to Helen Green and Dan Airola's checklist on-line at 
http://fog.ccsf.org/%7Ejmorlan/alchk197.htm) were 3+ WF Ibis north of 
the causeway near Chester. 
 
Good birding, 
 
Steve Hampton 
 
August 14, 2009 
 
Hello all, 
 
    Yesterday evening around 5-7pm I birded Lake Almanor at the mouth of the North 
Fork Feather River. On the mudflats south of the river mouth I scoped 4 Black-necked 
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Stilts and 1 Black-bellied Plover. The plover was great looking and still had most of its 
breeding plumage. 
 
Also....keeping with the current thread I also counted 22 White-faced Ibis from that 
vantage point. 
 
Tim Guida 
 
August 18, 2009 
 
Hello, 
 
Paul Taillie and I had a Sanderling at the mouth of the NF Feather River at Lake Almanor 
tonight at 6:00pm. The bird was with some Least Sandpipers on the gravel bars at the 
river's end. It appeared to be a juvenile. 
 
There were also 3 Northern Harriers and 2 Peregrine Falcons (1 adult, 1 juv) hunting the 
area. The Peregrines were putting on a show, weaving between Canada Geese while 
flying about a foot off the ground. 
 
Tim Guida 
 
August 25, 2009 
 
Plumas County Weekend Birds -  
 
On Saturday, Aug 22 I found 4 Black-throated Sparrow juveniles North of Beckwourth 
Pass.  I hiked approximately 2 miles north from the pass where I found the flock, which 
was mixed with 2 Brewer's sparrows.  Also notable were 15 Rock Wren and 1 Canyon 
Wren (singing) on the hike.  
 
On Sunday, Aug 23, I found 1 immature male Costa's Hummingbird at my 
hummingbird feeders in East Quincy, together with 1 Calliope, 30 Rufous and 15 Anna's 
Hummingbirds.    
 
On Monday morning, Aug 24, there were numerous warblers along the Willow Patch 
paralleling the North Fork Feather River between Chester and Lake Almanor including 1 
Nashville, 4 Wilson's, 50 Orange-crowned, 45 Audubon's and 10 Yellow Warblers.  The 
shorebirding at the mouth was slow, with only 3 species found: 30 least and 15 western 
sandpipers as well as 15 killdeer.  I'd like to hear if anybody finds a Baird's Sandpiper 
there this fall.  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
September 3, 2009 
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I went out to check out what was out there and it was pretty sparse.  A few sparrows, 6 
kestrels, 4 egrets, 3 northern harriers, 2 ruddy ducks, bunch of juvenile coots, and a little 
bigger than sparrow sized bird grabbing insects in road as it ran back and forth snatching 
them.  Lots of turkey vultures and that was about it. 
 
 I have a question for the group though if I may.  We have deer laying under the 
trees just outside our kitchen area and have never seen this interaction before.  Two 
magpies, one on each deer, were walking on the deer's sides and checking into the fur 
periodically.  I saw the closest one actually work around in the deep hair near the back of 
back leg and appeared to find a tick and pulled hard and then ate something.  We had 
yellow billed magpies in the Bay Area and I never saw anything like this.  The deer did 
not seem to mind at all and allowed the magpies to check all over them and it looked just 
like tick birds in Africa checking out a Rhino. I have not been aware of such a 
relationship between deer in this area and the blackbilled magpies.  Have any others seen 
this or know of such a relationship between deer and magpies?  I would love to know of 
any literature on the subject if anyone knows of any also.  Thanks.  It was great to watch 
until one bird pecked in too near the does anus and the deer smacked the bird with it tail 
quite good and the magpie flew off. It was quite a show. 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
September 4, 2009 

Hi All,  

I spent an hour or so walking out to the Feather River delta at Lake Almanor yesterday 
evening hoping to find the first white-crowned sparrows back from Alaska.  No luck with 
the sparrows (probably another week or so) but lots of other birds including large 
numbers of Orange-crowned Warblers (two subspecies) and Yellow-rumped Warblers 
(two subspecies).  I also had a smattering of other warblers( including in one willow) a 
MacGillivray’s, Wilson’s, Nashville, Yellow, and Common Yellowthroat.  The adult 
Yellows appear to be mostly gone and only young birds – probably migrants from the 
north are around.  Up until about a week ago the walk I took would have resulted in 10 or 
more pewees but I had none yesterday looks like they got the memo that it is September. 
There were about 50 peeps at the river mouth with at least 10 of them Western 
Sandpipers and the rest Least’s but no other shorebirds (except Killdeer).  A family group 
of Sandhill Crane were nearby with ever amassing numbers of waterfowl along with the 
regular fall waders (Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Ibis).  The Nuttall’s Woodpecker is 
still around my yard though I hear or see it pretty irregularly.  It was working some 
sapsucker sap wells in a birch tree earlier this week in the yard. 

Ryan Burnett 

September 9, 2009 
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Between 7:15 and 7:30 this evening thousands of blackbirds flew into the marsh at the 
east end of Clear Creek Road in the Galeppi Ranch (this marsh also can be accessed at 
the end of Carol Lane East).  Viewing was difficult but I saw that some of them 
were Brewer's Blackbirds.  They also were in the marsh last night as well. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
September 10, 2009 
 
Hi Julie, 
  
Thanks for the tip on the hawk. I saw it this morning on the electric poles opposite the 
New England Ranch on Quincy Junction Road near to Chandler Road.  It is beautifull 
and looks like a 1st-year Ferruginous to me.  In the same area near the pond I saw some 
Western Bluebirds, flocks of Lesser Goldfinch and Brewer's Blackbirds.  Two Sandhill 
Cranes were nearby in the meadow to the west of Quincy Junction Road. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
September 16, 2009 
 
Hi Birders,  
 
Fall was certainly in the air earlier this week and with it some nice pulses of migrants 
around my house in Chester.  Monday there were large numbers of Audubon's Warbler 
(100+) in my yard alone and many more out in the meadow as well as a flock of Violet-
green Swallows and Vaux's Swifts and a smattering of western warblers (yellow, 
MacGillivray's, orange-crowned, wilson's). I heard my first white-crowned sparrow of the 
fall on Sunday evening.  The highlight so far this fall was a hatch year male Indigo 
Bunting just outside my office window in the sunflower patch today. I saw a cinnamon 
colored bunting very briefly there Monday that i thought my first impression was Indigo 
but never could relocate it so he may be sticking around for a little while. 
 
Another highlight was yesterday while out in the Storrie Fire on the Lassen just south of 
Humbug Valley. I saw a flock of approximately 120 Lewis' Woodpecker flying 
southwest about 500 feet up.  Tim and Paul from my crew reported a flock of 40 Lewis' 
Woodpecker roosting together at Gurnsey Creek yesterday.  This may be one of those 
years when Lewis' invade the sierra foothills for the winter and/or the recent fires may 
have significantly increased the local population.  The Moonlight and Storrie fires are 
currently the best places in Plumas county to find Lewis' Woodpecker from spring - fall 
they are fairly common in both places. Ryan 
 
Ryan Burnett 
 
September 16, 2009 
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Very interesting on fall birds.  The last 2 weeks we have lost over 3/4 of the birds that are 
usually all over our feeders.  We have very few birds at the moment except the first 
solitaire showed up 2 days ago.  Do not know where they all went but we have not had to 
fill our feeders in weeks and we were filling them once a week easily and they are big 
ones.  Today, I did see my first Lewis woodpecker though and he was headed down the 
hill from top of a pine tree.  Guess they all moved to Lake Almanor area. 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
September 21, 2009 
 
Hello all, 
     
Tagged along with David Arsenault today on the pontoon boat trip he was guiding on 
Lake Almanor. While cruising in the area offshore of the Plumas Pines Resort we had a 
Parasitic Jaeger make a quick chase at a gull before continuing out of site. We searched 
the area again on the way back tp the dock but were unable to re-locate it. Was moving 
pretty swiftly away towards the north at last sighting. 
 
Tim Guida 
 
September 22, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Ryan Burnett and I birded Lake Almanor at the mouth of the North Fork 
Feather River last Friday.  One of the first birds I had was a 
NUTTALL’S WOODPECKER that Ryan located on a telephone pole on Fourth 
Ave less than five minutes after I stepped out of the car.  We also 
had WHITE-HEADED, DOWNY, and HAIRY WOODPECKER, as well as 
NORTHERN 
FLICKER and RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER along Fourth Ave.  The willows 
along the tracks on the way to the river were loaded with AUDUBON’S 
WARBLERS, literally thousands, so many that it was difficult to pick 
out any other birds.  Between Ryan and I we were able to find YELLOW, 
ORANGE-CROWNED (mostly the gray interior race), NASHVILLE, WILSON’S, 
and MACGILLIVRAY’S WARBLERS.  Raptors were numerous and we saw 
SHARP-SHINNED, RED-SHOULDERED, COOPER’S, and RED-TAILED HAWKS as 
well 
as NORTHERN HARRIER and BALD EAGLE.  There were also several 
WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS and a VIRGINIA RAIL along the tracks.  At the 
lake, there were at least a million water birds including WESTERN 
GREBES still on nests, a few BUFFLEHEAD and REDHEAD, a flock of 
CASPIAN TERNS, and a lone LEAST SANDPIPER.  By the lake, we also saw a 
large flock of AMERICAN GOLDFINCH (50+) and about 15 AMERICAN PIPITS. 
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On Monday morning, I did a birding trip on a pontoon boat around much 
of Lake Almanor.  CLARK’S GREBE were much more numerous out on the 
water than seen from shore and many WESTERN GREBES had young on their 
backs or older young swimming with them.  We saw a number of AMERICAN 
WHITE PELICANS and several COMMON LOONS.  The loons were mostly by the 
dam, but one also flew really close by the boat near the causeway.  We 
also had a MERLIN that flew close to the boat.  For some reason it was 
flying around the middle of the lake.  The highlight, of course, as 
Tim reported yesterday, was a PARASITIC JAEGER that we saw chasing a 
CALIFORNIA GULL near Plumas Pines. 
 
No wonder Lake Almanor is an Audubon Important Bird Area! 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
September 26, 2009 
 
Looking out of my den window on the Galeppi Ranch I just saw a Golden-crowned 
Kinglet along with the usual Mountain Chickadees, Red-breasted Nuthatches and Dark-
eyed Juncos. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
September 27, 2009 
 
We have YELLOW WARBERS at our house for the first time, we live on a hill 
above Spanish Creek and it's been a surprise to see them up here, they 
appear to be mostly juveniles. Is this usual for them, foraging further away 
from water in the fall? The WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS have also been showing 
up the last few days, a mix of adults(wide white stripes) & juveniles, also 
with this flock was a sooty type FOX SPARROW. And today Scott saw a 
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET.  
 
~Amber & Scott Edwards 
 
September 28, 2009 
 
Yesterday my son and I saw an adult, breeding plumaged RED-NECKED GREBE at 
Lake Almanor, from Prattville.  The WHITE-FRONTED GEESE have moved in, we saw 
about 5 groups totaling 50 to 75 geese.  
 
Saturday in Sierra Valley there were 3 BURROWING OWL on Heriot Lane, 
immediately south of the Plumas County line, as well as a FERRUGINOUS HAWK 
North of the County line on Harriet Lane.  I saw a second FERRUGINOUS HAWK on 
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Marble Hot Springs Rd.  LINCOLN'S SPARROWS have moved in.  I saw 5 on Harriet, 
Dyson and Marble Hot Springs Rds.  
 
My most interesting sighting of the weekend was in Mono County, at Cascade Lake 
(adjacent to Saddlebag Lake) where I saw my first WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN of 
my life.  There was a flock of 10 cooperative birds.    
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
October 3, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
On Tuesday in Quincy I saw my first flock of 9 CEDAR WAXWINGS of the season. 
 It’s definitely getting cold out there.  However, Some neotropical migrants are still 
moving through- I saw two VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOWS in the Sierra Valley 
yesterday (although some do winter in the Bay Area) flying over good numbers of 
WHITE and GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROWS.  I had the first GOLDEN-
CROWNED SPARROWS for the year in my East Quincy yard on Thursday.  Also in my 
yard last night, I had great looks at a cooperative WESTERN SCREECH-OWL, a new 
yard bird for me (and actually the first one I’ve seen, not just heard, in Plumas County).  
The one in my yard did do a couple quiet mew calls.  Maybe it was checking out the nest 
box! 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
October 7, 2009 
 
This morning I found myself on the shore of Lake Almanor's NW corner for a few 
minutes.  There was a single PECTORAL SANDPIPER with a group of 20 some-odd 
killdeer.  Also present were 160 AMERICAN PIPIT, 2 AMERICAN HERRING GULL 
and 1 PEREGRINE FALCON.  I was specifically located at the northern most water of 
Lake Almanor adjacent to Hwy 89 (but not the small ponds at the tail end of the super 
ditch).  
 
Colin Dillingham 
 
October 24, 2009 
 
Here is the hawk just before he took off up in Indian Valley. 
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Raymond Gipson 
 
October 24, 2009 
 
Saw this guy today and caught him on take off and how graceful he was.  Think we got 
the right one as it was fast.  Gloria and I worked on getting close enough to get a couple 
good shots and got this one just as he took off.  It was at the Lights Creek end of the 
Indian Valley by the bride. 
Enjoy. 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
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October 26, 2009 
 
It was rush hour at our front pond this morning and there were even a couple more birds 
there but did not get them before they took off.  This went on for about an hour and then 
they slowly all went there own ways.  Hope you enjoy the sharing. 
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Gloria got the pictures as she had to get up early and saw pond rush hour and got our 
camera and took these. 
 
Raymond Gipson 
 
November 2, 2009 
 
Greetings Plumas County Birders,  
 
 
Hopefully of interest to you is this note I've made to sierra-nevadabirds,  
 
Phil Gordon  
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: PAGPEG@aol.com 
To: sierra-nevadabirds@yahoogroups.com 
Date: Mon, 2 Nov 2009 11:47:53 EST 
Subject: RE: Sierra County incl.FOS? Bald Eagle 
Greetings SIE - NEV Birders,  
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Yesterday, Sunday, 1 Nov. 2009, returning from Plumas Co. to the S.F.Bay Area via 
Hwy 89, my wife Pat and I stopped at the artificial pond along Hwy 89 ca. 2 mi. north of 
Sierraville, SIE Co.  Among the 70 +/- Canada Geese (including 3+ very large, white 
breasted/bellied individuals) were one Greater White-fronted Goose and an adult and an 
immature Snow Goose (white forms).  
 
An Adult Bald Eagle was conspicuously perched on a tree snag alongside of the Little 
Truckee River, just south of the Hwy 89 bridge below Little Truckee Campground 
(USFS), SIE Co.  This is about 10 miles south of Sierraville (1/2 way to Truckee). A first, 
unexpected location for us in several decades of travel; although they regularly winter in 
Sierra Valley, PLU & SIE Cos, 25+ miles away).  
 
P.S. This morning our garbage can lid birdbath (Blairsden, PLU Co., 4,800ft.) was visited 
by a female Williamson's Sapsucker (among the 8 woodpecker species found here = 
"Woodpecker Woods").  
 
Happy Fall Birding,  
 
Phil & Pat Gordon  
Hayward, ALA Co. 
 
November 2, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
 
Last week I took an afternoon drive through Sierra Valley.  There were 
three RED-TAILED HAWKS and a FERRUGINOUS HAWK on Hwy 49 north of 
Sierraville.  In the wetlands on Heriot Lane there was a group of 6 
WILLET.  There were several flocks of WESTERN BLUEBIRDS along Marble 
Hot Springs Road that were foraging by hovering in the wind and then 
diving down into the sage.  Near the corner of A23 and Marble Hot 
Springs Rd, there were 2 ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS.  NORTHERN HARRIER was 
the 
most common raptor for the day, and more than 10 were seen between 
Sierraville and Hwy 70.  Raptor numbers should increase in the valley 
over the next month so keep your eyes peeled.  If you like raptors, 
the Sierra Valley Christmas Bird Count is an excellent way to see 
them.  It is scheduled for Monday December 14 this year, while the 
Lake Almanor CBC will be on Wednesday December 16 and the American 
Valley CBC on Saturday December 19.  For info see: 
 
http://www.plumasaudubon.org/regional_events.htm 
 
Plumas Audubon is also hosting a pre-Christmas Bird Count winter bird 
ID workshop on December 19.  For info see: 
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http://www.plumasaudubon.org/meetings.htm 
 
The upcoming Plumas Audubon monthly meeting is on Wednesday November 
11 at the Quincy library.  This month’s speaker will be Jordan 
Wellwood, Audubon California’s Conservation Director for the Central 
Valley and Sierra Nevada regions.  Her talk is entitled “Protecting 
California's Birds: Audubon California's Conservation Efforts”.  See 
the attached flier for more info.  You can also help us get the word 
out by posting some of the fliers around your town. 
 
Good birding, 
 
David Arsenault 
 
November 4, 2009 
 
During the last week or so Kingfishers have been enjoying the clear water 
and a large school of fish below the Greenhorn and Spanish Creek confluence. 
For the last three days there has been a River Otter there, presumably 
attracted to all the fish as well. This is the first River Otter we have 
seen on Spanish Creek after seeing many beavers over the last several years. 
One local person that frequents the area said it had been maybe ten years 
since she had seen one on Spanish Creek. 
 
Scott & Amber Edwards 
 
November 13, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
Yesterday (Thursday), my brother, Jim, and I birded American Valley.  We detected 52 
bird species for the day.  Some of the highlights included:  six Greater White-fronted 
Geese from three locations around the Valley, six species of diurnal raptors including a 
Ferruginous Hawk along Quincy Junction Road and a Rough-legged Hawk in Thompson 
Valley, and two Common Goldeneyes at the Quincy Community Services District sewer 
ponds. 
  
As I drove up the Feather River Canyon on Wednesday, I noted a Western Grebe in the 
PG&E Feather River Reservoir at Chipps Creek. 
  
Good birding, 
 
Bob Battagin 
 
November 16, 2009 
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I just came from Quincy along Quincy Junction Road and saw several raptors.  I didn't 
have my binoculars with me and these are my guesses.  As I passed Lee Road a Merlin 
zoomed past me on the left.  On the right in a tree I saw a Red-tailed Hawk with a clear 
belly band, and then on top of a utility pole there was a Ferruginous Hawk with a 
beautiful white breast and no band.  Swooping over the meadow to the left was a 
Northern Harrier. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
November 16, 2009 
 
I was out in Sierra Valley and got close enough to get a half descent shot of one of our 
beautiful hawks.  He decided to do a dance for me.  Northern Harriers are so pretty. 
 

 
 

 
 
Raymond Gipson 
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December 6, 2009 
 
Hi Birders, 
  
I was just walking in the snow along Clear Creek Road in the Galeppi Ranch.  I checked 
a place in the willows where there usually is unfrozen water and birds visit to drink.  A 
thrush was drinking and it flew up into the bush.  It had a distinct eye ring and the profile 
of a Swainson's rather than a Hermit.  I only got a brief glimpse and was at the wrong 
angle to detect if it had "spectacles".  But isn't it the wrong time of year for a 
Swainson's?  When I got back to my house and started typing this email I saw a Golden-
crowned Kinglet in my backyard with a nice golden crown.  It began snowing this 
morning so I didn't put out any suet blocks.  I take them in at night because, previously, a 
bear has visited and destroyed my suet holders.  A little later I saw several Flickers and 
Hairy Woodpeckers near the nails where I hang the suet blocks.  I assumed they were 
hungry and put out the suet. 
  
Tony Hall 
 
December 12, 2009 
 
Hi Plumas Birders, 
  
Today at dusk I pulled into the QCSD sewer ponds (why the gate was open on a Saturday 
I don't know) to see if anything was around.  Wow, there were some 800 Tundra Swans 
standing on the ice that covered most of the main pond.  On the 46 American Valley Bird 
Counts (an all day survey of the Quincy area) I've done over the last eleven years I've 
found Tundra Swans around on only two occasions, with the maximum number observed 
being 64 in 2001.  There were a few ducks on the little bit of water that was still open, but 
it was too dark to ID them.  Hopefully in the next couple days somebody can get a look 
and see if there is anything unusual. 
  
Good birding, 
 
Bob Battagin 
 
December 13, 2009 
 
Wow.  I heard many geese or swans  calling at 2 a.m. this morning,  from our house near 
Chandler- wonder if that was them?  Also saw about 10 white large birds flying north of 
mill yesterday about 1 p.m. but didn't have binocs or get close enough to id. 
 
Julie Newman 
 
December 16 2009 
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Just returned from the Honey Lake CBC, Lassen Co (12/15/09). Beside it being 
really cold  the foot of snow really slowed down our birding. Best bird was a LAPLAND 
LONGSPUR (found by Ed Harper along Beckwith Loop) in over 2500 Horned Larks!  
  
Today, on our way home we (Jon Dunn, Ed Harper & I) stopped off at the Lake Almanor 
Causeway. Very little open water, but there was a few noteworthy birds: Among the 
many HOODED MERGANSERS, were 2 GREEN-WINGED TEAL, 2 
CANVASBACKS, 1 GREATER & 2 LESSER SCAUP, some AM WIGEON, 3 
BONAPARTE'S GULLS (also seen 12/14), & 2 HERRING GULLS. On the snow lining 
the lake we saw over 200 TUNDRA SWANS, 3 BALD EAGLES (1 adult & 2 juv), & 2 
RL HAWKS. The 9 GB HERON'S looked strangely out of place. Even had a 
DOWNY WOODPECKER in a tree along the roadway. 
  
It truly was a Winter Wonderland! 
 
Frances Oliver 
Lodi, CA 
 
 


