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Plumas Birds Archive

January 8 to February 13, 2012

January 8

This is an update of the bird alert list that you should reply to (to all) when you want to send an
email about bird observations. Did anyone see the Falcated Duck in Colusa? Tony Hall

Yes I saw it Saturday January 7 at around 2pm. it is still feeding around the first platform and
many other birders were there that helped me get on the bird. It is really beautiful. I recommend a
visit if going down that way. Jill Hanna.

Scott & I went down to see the Falcated Duck on Friday & ran into Colin on his way up to
Oregon, we all watched the duck for a while until it tucked its bill in & settled in for a nap, he’s a
real beauty! We went down there the first Saturday after he showed up to try to see him but he
wasn’t seen that day, he’s a lot more reliable now.  Amber & Scott Edwards.

January 10

Tony, if you haven't gone down to see the Falcated Duck yet, you really should go spend a day at
Colusa NWR and take in the falcated duck. What a spectacular bird. Scott, Amber and I saw it on
Friday (funny, we met each other at the observation deck, along with 40 other birders).
Colin Dillingham.

January 26

Yesterday at FRC we found 4 WESTERN BLUEBIRDS working the field between the trailer
park and the college road. We had great views of a EURASIAN WIGEON in the ponds by the
tennis courts, he was with a group of 12 American Wigeon, 25 Mallards, and around 60 Canada
Geese.  At the Sewage Ponds there were 3 BARROWS GOLDENEYE with 24 Common
Goldeneye in the first pond and a Great Egret in the back area. Amber & Scott Edwards

January 29

Yesterday we birded Sierra Valley and found a NORTHERN SHRIKE on Marble Hot Springs
Road about 1/2 mi from the junction with A23 in an old apple tree by the second small bridge. It
was working both sides of the road sometimes perching on the fence as well as in the apple tree.
Amber & Scott Edwards
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January 30

I spent the weekend out and about in Plumas.  Saturday, I went north towards Lake Almanor. Out
of Indian Valley, I found a NORTHERN PYGMY OWL 1.3 miles up Keddie Ridge Rd at dawn.
On the east shore of Lake Almanor, opposite Indian Hill Rd I found a male BARROW'S
GOLDENEYE and a CLARK'S GREBE.  On the causeway of Hwy 36, I ran into Peggy and
Larry Gustafson and we saw a male BARROW'S GOLDENEYE and 2 REDHEAD.  Sunday, at
dawn in Butterfly Valley, I heard the male BARRED OWL and found a VARIED THRUSH.  In
American Valley (Quincy) on Bell Lane I found a male TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD about 100
yards from Quincy Junction Rd. I tried later to relocate it with Scott and Amber Edwards but we
didn't have any luck, although we found the flock of Brewer's Blackbirds it was with earlier in
the day.  David and River Arsenault, Kara Rockett and I saw an immature GOLDEN EAGLE fly
over the Sewage Treatment Ponds around noon.  It was a nice weekend! Colin Dillingham

January 31

After searching several times for the Tricolored found by Colin in the American Valley we gave
up and headed over to Indian Valley to find a Red-winged and really lucked out, not only did we
find the Red-winged but we were rewarded with a TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD in a flock of
about 60 Brewers Blackbirds. The flock was on Nelson Rd. in Taylorsville flying back and forth
behind the horse corral with the old orange VW Bug. Also of note the Wild Turkeys are
displaying along North Valley Rd. near ‘Ficarot Point’ where some people are feeding them. In
the American Valley we found 6 MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRDS perching on the fence along Carol
Lane West.  Amber & Scott Edwards

February 6

Saturday, Feb 4 - Henry Dillingham and I found a NORTHERN SHRIKE on Marble Hot Springs
Road in Sierra Valley. Go approximately 0.4 miles E from A-23 to the small bridges. There is a
small gnarly apple tree. The shrike was in the tree.
Sunday, Feb 5 - Scott and Amber Edwards and I found 13 RED-BREASTED MERGANSER
(Wow!) on Lake Almanor. We saw 2 North from the Canyon Dam boatramp, and 11 at Prattville
with a large flock of 160 Common Mergansers.  Later in the afternoon we found 1 immature
GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL on the eastshore, just N of the Indian Hill Rd junction with Hwy
147. It was perched on some floating logs together with 3 BONAPARTE'S GULLS as well at 60
or so more common ring-billed and California gulls.
We failed in our attempt to locate Western Screech Owls and Northern Saw-Whet Owls at
historic locations up Keddie Ridge Road.  Colin Dillingham.

Hi Birders,  Today in Taylorsville we came across a flock of 200 Pine Siskins, 40 Lesser
Goldfinches, 3 American Goldfinches and at least 1 COMMON REDPOLL! We found this flock
in the tops of Alder trees at the small bridge between the house at 4623 Main St and the museum.
We continued up the road to Antelope Lake where we found a BLACK-BACKED
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WOODPECKER in the burn area above the road at the inflow. At the junction of 28N03 and
26N47 we found a NORTHERN SHRIKE. This is the 3rd Northern Shrike in Plumas this year!
This morning in the American Valley Jim & Mary Lou Battagin saw SANDHILL CRANES
flying in, so we looked for them on our way out of town and found 3 in the valley visible from
Bell & Quincy Junction Rd.  Good Birding,  Amber & Scott Edwards

February 7

Does anyone know if the C Redpoll was looked for and seen or not seen today, Feb 7? 
John Luther, Oakland

Great sighting. FYI, I observed a pair of Sandhill Cranes flying into American Valley on January
31st (from the west). They landed approx. 200-400 yards east of the sewage treatment ponds.
Happy Birding!  Paul Hardy

February 12

Hi Birders, Today while working at the Trilogy Building at Mill Cr & Trilogy Lane Scott found a
HARRIS’S SPARROW with a group of Dark-eyed Juncos. At first the bird was foraging on the
grass at the corner of Mill Cr & Trilogy and then moved down the road towards the storage
facility. We both had great looks at it as it worked the area behind the storage sign. It was a first
year bird, with a nice necklace, dark malar stripes bordering a white chin and a dark spotty cap.
Sometimes it hides in those 3 trees behind the sign which are very dense. It also visited the
bushes in front of the care takers house at the storage facility.  Amber & Scott Edwards

February 13

My son Henry and I relocated the Harris’ sparrow at the end of Trilogy lane in the Sequoia trees
by the storage facility at 8 AM this morning (Feb 13).
Highlights from the weekend:
Huge flock of siskins in Taylorsville yesterday morning in the fog, the redpoll was not seen, but
the flock flew before the fog cleared and Tony Hall and I couldn’t see details. It might be worth
continuing to bird Taylorsville. Had a great time in Taylorsville, with good diversity (29 species
during our walk). Tony and I heard a PILEATED WOODPECKER drumming in the forest from
Taylorsville, and had our first RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER of the year. Paula Shaklee,
Angie Dillingham and I did not find the siskin flock in Taylorsville on Saturday, although a
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW between the Indian Creek bridge and the museum was a nice
find. A MERLIN on Nelson Street at the Indian Creek bridge appeared to be the black phase,
subspecies suckleyi on Saturday as well.
On North Valley Rd, about half way between Keddie Ridge Rd and Greenville, Paula, Angie and
I found a SAY’S PHOEBE on Saturday.
In Thompson Valley, Scott, Amber and I had the first TURKEY VULTURE of the year, as well
as a WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE with the domestic goose flock opposite the Chandler Rd/Hwy
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70 road junction on Saturday afternoon. A WESTERN BLUEBIRD was near the stock ponds.
A bit later on Saturday on Valley View Drive, over by the hospital in Quincy, Scott and Amber
called me to report that the EUROPEAN WIGEON was with the American Wigeon flock. Angie
and I dashed over there, and they had the bird in the scope waiting for us when we arrived. I love
Quincy birders, so accommodating!
Yesterday, at Antelope Lake, a small flock of RED CROSSBILL’s called from the trees. Despite
chasing several tapping woodpeckers in the burned forest, Tony Hall and I were unable to find a
black-backed woodpecker. It was neat to see Antelope Lake half frozen in mid-winter, with
swans, geese and a good diversity of ducks along the shoreline. We continued over the Janesville
Grade, birded Janesville and Honey Lake, without too much excitement.
At Lake Almanor, Tony and I didn’t see the Red-breasted Merganser’s found last weekend by
Prattville, but the causeway had a good diversity of ducks and the first Plumas County GREAT
EGRET for us this year.  Colin Dillingham


